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Female Ancestor Number: o061
Name: Durant, Ann (Marwood)

Dates: (c. 1636 - 23 Jan 1695)
Colonial Society: NC Date added to ROA: March 20, 2023

Service: Original Settler of North Carolina. First woman known to have acted as an
attorney in a North Carolina court, 1673.

Authority: Margaret Supplee and Emily Herring Wilson. North Carolina Women Making
History. Chapel Hill: Univ. of NC Press, 1999. p. 23-6. Parker, Mattie E.E. Parker. "Durant
(Durand, Duren), Ann Marwood”. Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, ed. by William
S. Powell. Univ. of NC Press, 1999. (https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/durant-ann)

Biography:

Ann Marwood was probably born in England around 1636. She married George Durant on Jan 4, 1658/9 in
Northumberland County, VA. He was born in England in 1632. The couple settled briefly in Nansemond
County, VA, but around 1661 they moved south to an area known as Roanoke, later named Albemarle,
now Perquimans County, NC. George Durant’s deed is the oldest recorded land grant in North Carolina.
George had purchased the land from the chief of the local Yeopin Indians. It is likely that George secured
the land a while before Ann and two children joined him.

George Durant was a mariner and also became politically involved in the region. With her husband
frequently absent, Ann was left to run the plantation. She also acted as an attorney for her husband and
others on occasion and provided a variety of services and commodities for nearby settlers from her house.
As was customary during that time, the house often provided accommodations and meeting rooms for
officials and others attending the Assembly, Council, and the courts. Stocks and pillories for prisoners
were also built on the property. When George Durant was involved in the Culpeper Rebellion in

December 1677, the house was headquarters for the uprising.

The first officially recorded instance of Ann appearing in court as an attorney was on May 25, 1673, for a

case involving a seaman named Andrew Ball. She successfully brought suit to collect wages due the sailor
for service on the vessel Two Brothers. While Ann also acted as attorney for her husband on at least twenty
occasions, there are no official records of those appearances. However, she does appear in records showing

her bringing suit for herself to collect debts owed to her for her business activity at the house.

Ann and George Durant had nine children, of whom eight lived to adulthood. Most married and had
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children of their own. One daughter died young, leaving Ann to raise her two grandchildren as well.
George Durant died in 1694. Ann died on Jan. 22, 1695, leaving only an oral deathbed will, which was

proven 18 months later.



