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Female Ancestor Number: 062
Name: Pike, Abigail (Overman)
Dates: (19 May 1709 - 23 Feb 1781)
Colonial Society: NC Date added to ROA: March 29, 2023
Service: Minister, Society of Friends

Authority: : Hinshaw, Seth B., The Carolina Quaker Experience 1665-1985 (NC: North
Carolina Friends Historical Society, 1984), 94-95; Teague, Bobbie T., Cane Creek Mother of
Meetings (NC: North Carolina Friends Historical Society, 1995), 16-19, 42-43, 94; Hinshaw,
Seth B. and Mary Edith Hinshaw, Quaker Women of Carolina (NC: United Society of
Friends Women, 1994), 24-25.

Biography:

Abigail Overman was born in Pasquotank County , NC, on March 19, 1709, to Ephraim and Sara (Belman)
Overman. At a Monthly Meeting of the Society of Friends in Pasquotank on September 4, 1731, Abigail
Overman and John Pike were liberated to be married.

In 1738 Abigail and John and two children moved to Fairfax County, VA, to assist with the setting up of
the Hopewell Meeting. About 1749, the family, which now included eight children, moved to a new
settlement in Cane Creek, NC, where no Meeting had yet been established. In 1751 Abigail received
permission to travel on horseback, with another woman and a few men, about two hundred miles through
the wilderness to the Quarterly Meeting at Little River in Perquimans County, NC, to request that a
meeting be set and established at Cane Creek. The request was granted. Cane Creek came to be known as
the "Mother of Meetings” because of the number of other meetings in the area which were set up by
former Cane Creek residents with Abigail’s help. She was also said to have preached to soldiers at army

camps, on horseback, because she was not allowed to dismount.

After her husband died, Abigail moved to Muddy Creek, NC, to live with a son and assisted in setting up
the New Garden Monthly meeting in 1775. She died on Feb. 23, 1781, in Deep River, Guilford County, NC
and is buried in Muddy Creek Friends Cemetery in Kernersville, Forsyth County, NC.



