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Female Ancestor Number:  130 

Name:  Schaub, Diserte Maria (Schumacher) 

Dates:   (10 Dec, 1713 - 4 Apr, 1783) 

Colonial Society:  NC                                                                   Date added to ROA: May 5, 2024 

Service:  Midwife 

Authority: Records of the Moravians in North Carolina, Vol. 1, p. 254. 

Biography: 

Diserte Maria Schumacher was born in Bergen, Norway, on Dec. 10, 1713, to Friedrich and Bergite (Ortlein) 
Schumacher. Her father died a few years later. Her mother brought her up in the Lutheran Church, but in 
1742 she traveled to the center of the Moravian Protestant Church in Germany and joined the 
congregation. Her mother reportedly disowned her. On May 27, 1743, she married Johannes Schaub in 
Marienborn in a ceremony with thirty other couples who were also destined for missions in Pennsylvania. 

Maria and her husband served in newly settled Moravian communities in Nazareth and Bethlehem until 
1755 when they were sent to Bethabara, a new communal agricultural settlement in the Moravian Tract in 
North Carolina. The Schaubs set up a store and managed the tavern and Maria began her midwifery 
career. She served church members and neighboring “strangers" alike, especially those who took refuge in 
the Bethabara stockade during the French and Indian War. 

When the Church gave up the communal settlement model, the Schaubs were able to acquire 300 acres of 
their own to farm, to which they moved in 1774. They remained in the area even though Salem was 
developed as the major center for economic and religious life by then.  

Maria died on Apr. 4, 1783, and Johannes in 1801. They had several children, but the only survivor was 
Johannes born in Pennsylvania in 1748, who took over a new tavern in Bethabara and later became an 
indigo dyer. 

  


