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Female Ancestor Number:  155 

Name:  Mouse, Lucy (_________) 

Dates:   (     - by 1786) 

Colonial Society:  GA                                           Date added to ROA:  July 7, 2024 

Service: Historic Founder of Trustee Georgia: arrived on The James,  Jan 1733/4;   

                 Midwife, beginning c1740 

Authority: Trustees for Establishing the Colony of Georgia in America, Letters from Georgia, Egmont 
Papers, Vol. 14205, pp. 276-279;  Temple, Sarah B. Gober and Kenneth Coleman, Georgia Journeys 
(Athens, GA: The University of Georgia Press, 1961), 55-56. 

Biography: 

In 1733, the colony of Georgia  was founded by James Oglethorpe and a group of Trustees in England who 
governed the colony for its first twenty years.  The last of the thirteen colonies, Georgia was established as 
a buffer zone to protect the more prosperous Carolinas from Spanish Florida.  The first settlers were 
chosen from the yeoman class, those who could provide skills necessary for the success of the new colony. 
The founders thought that the climate would be suitable for the production of Mediterranean products 
such as silk and wine.  Thomas and Lucy Mouse were chosen as farmers who would raise mulberry trees 
necessary for the production of silk. 

Lucy and Thomas Mouse, their five daughters, and others, arrived in Georgia as passengers on the James. 

All of those passengers were given land on Skidaway Island where they worked to clear land for the 
production of mulberry trees, olives, and grapevines, as emphasized by the Trustees. Their struggle was 
difficult, and after seven years, they were forced to leave Skidaway for Savannah to find jobs.[1]  Those 
leaving Skidaway lamented: “…those are things [mulberry trees, olives, grapevines] that will not satisfye a 
man when he is hungry; nor cloathe him; when he is Naked; for many times I have had no other 
provisions to eat but Homony and Salt; tho I have used my utmost endeavors…”[2] 

 In Savannah, Lucy found work as a midwife,[3] and Thomas found work as a carpenter at George 
Whitefield’s orphanage, Bethesda. In their struggles, they admitted two of their daughters to the care of 
the orphanage.  Two of their daughters married. Anne married Francis Brooks, and they were the parents 
of twins.  Elizabeth Mouse married Isaac Young, Jr., who came with his father to the colony at their own 
expense.  
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When Thomas Mouse died in 1742, Lucy struggled to support their two daughters.[4]  She continued her 
work as a midwife in Savannah and was granted a lot in 1752.   

She was dead by 1768, when court records referred to her as Lucy Mouse, deceased.[5] 

Lucy’s skills as a midwife were particularly important to the success of the newly formed colony in 
Georgia.  
 

 

[1] Coleman, Kenneth and Sarah B. Gober Temple, Georgia Journeys (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1961), p. 50. 

[2] Coleman, Kenneth and Sarah B. Gober Temple, Georgia Journeys (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1961), p. 54. 

These were the words of another resident of Skidaway at the time when he and the Thomas Mouse family were the only residents remaining on Skidaway 
Island. 

[3] Trustees for Establishing the Colony of Georgia in America, Letters from Georgia, Egmont Papers, Vol. 14205, pp. 276-279. 

[4] Coleman, Kenneth and Sarah B. Gober Temple, Georgia Journeys (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1961), p. 55. 

[5] Coleman, Kenneth and Sarah B. Gober Temple, Georgia Journeys (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1961), pp. 55-56. 
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