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Female Ancestor Number: 185

Name: Sherburne, Rebecca (Gibbons)
Dates: (__-3Jun1667)
Colonial Society: NH Date added to ROA: November 8, 2024

Service: Historic Founder, ca. 1631

Authority: Noyes, Sibyl, et. al., Genealogical Dictionary of Maine and New Hampshire, New England
Historic Genealogical Society, 2012, pp. 258-259; Bouton, Nathaniel, comp. & ed., Documents and Records
Relating to the Province of New-Hampshire,...,1623-1686, vol. 1, George E. Jenks, State Printer, 1867, pp.
76-82, 110-113.

Biography:

Rebecca Gibbons was among the earliest European settlers in the area around Portsmouth, New
Hampshire. Her father, Ambrose Gibbons, came to New England in 1630 as the “steward,” or factor, of the
Laconia Company, which intended to settle the area around the Piscataqua River. He built a house and
trading post at Newichawannock (probably in what is now South Berwick, Maine). Rebecca and her
mother — also named Rebecca — joined him in 1631. “Little Becke,” as she is called in a letter to her father,

was probably not much older than ten when she arrived.

Life at Newichawannock was challenging. Rebecca’s father supervised various attempts to provide income
for the Company, including trading with the Indians, fishing, planting vineyards, and looking for mines.
At times as many as a hundred Indians visited the post at once. There were few other Company employees
to help, and the Company provided insufficient supplies and trading goods, so the trading post was shut
down after a few years. By 1634, the family had removed to Sanders Point (now in the town of Rye).

Rebecca married Henry Sherburne on November 13, 1637. Henry was baptized on March 28, 1611 in
Odiham, County Hampshire, and arrived at Boston in June 1632. He was a prominent citizen of
Portsmouth. He served as church warden, clerk of the county court, selectman, commissioner “to heare &
end small causes,” and deputy in the Massachusetts Bay General Court. He also kept a tavern and

operated a ferry.

Rebecca and Henry had eleven children, nine of whom lived to adulthood. She died on June 3, 1667. Henry
died, after an unhappy second marriage, in 1680 or 1681.



