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Female Ancestor Number: 217
Name: Timothy, Elizabeth Ann (Villin)
Dates: (30 Jun, 1702 - 4 Apr, 1757)
Colonial Society: SC Date added to ROA: March 24, 2025

Service: First woman newspaper editor/publisher in Colonial America.

Authority: Burt, Elizabeth V. ”Timothy, Elizabeth.” Encyclopedia of American Journalism,
ed. by Stephen L. Vaughn. New York: Routledge, 2008, p. 539-540.

Biography:

Elizabeth Vilain was born in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on June 30, 1702, to Claude and Elizabet (Graciot)
Vilain, who were descendants of Huguenots who had fled persecution in France. In 1724 she married
Lewis Timothy, also of Huguenot descent, from Rotterdam. The Timothy family (now including four

children) was among a group of Huguenot immigrants who left Rotterdam for Philadelphia in 1731.

In Philadelphia Lewis Timothy came to the attention of Benjamin Franklin when he advertised as a
French tutor in Franklin’s Pennsylvania Gazette. After working for Franklin for a while, Lewis entered into
a six-year business agreement with him to take over the South Carolina Gazette in Charleston, SC, in
1733. Elizabeth and the children joined him the following year. The agreement included a provision that
his oldest son Peter should succeed his father should he die prematurely. Lewis Timothy died in 1,738
when his son, although his father’s apprentice, was only 14. Franklin agreed to have Elizabeth, now mother

to six children, continue as a partner until Peter was capable of taking over.

Elizabeth’s first issue of the paper on January 4, 1739, included a pledge to make it “as entertaining and
correct as may be reasonably expected.” She expanded the content of the paper to include drama, poetry,
literary classics, and new Southern writers. She was also the official printer for the colony. At the end of
the contract, Franklin praised her business acumen and success at being able not only to purchase the

business, but also to raise a “reputable” family at the same time.

When Peter Timothy turned 21 in 1746 and took over operation of the paper, his mother left the paper and
opened a book and stationery shop next door. She left Charleston after a year, returning in 1756. She died
a month after writing her will, leaving her family extensive personal property, eight slaves, and household
items. She is buried at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Charleston.

The printing operation would continue for three generations when Peter’s son, Benjamin Franklin
Timothy, took the helm.



