
                       FOUNDING FEMALES 
             Female Qualifying Ancestor Index 

 
 

Female Ancestor Number:  218 

Name:  Foster, Hannah (Core)  

Dates:  (17 Dec 1710 - 14 Jan 1777) 

Colonial Society:    NJ                                                          Date added to ROA: March 29,2025 

Service:  Quaker Minister, 1737-1777 

Authority: “Minutes, 1764-1781,” Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, no. 39, Haverford College 
Quaker and Special Collections [U.S. Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935, database on 
ancestry.com, images 491-493]. 

Biography: 

Hannah Core was born December 17, 1710 in Evesham, New Jersey. Her parents, Enoch and Sarah 
(Roberts) Core, were Quakers. Hannah’s father died when she was only three. Her mother provided 
Hannah with a strong religious upbringing. 

Hannah’s mother died when Hannah was eighteen. Shortly after her mother’s death, Hannah married 
William Foster on May 29, 1729 at the Evesham Monthly Meeting. They eventually had twelve children. 
She was described as “a loving and Faithful Wife and Tender Mother, careful to Example and Admonish 
her Offspring in the fear of the Lord.” 

Several years after her marriage, Hannah “had a Gift in the Ministry committed to her.” She served as a 
minister for more than forty years. She made religious visits to Quaker meetings in most of the American 
colonies. She was described as a lively and awe-inspiring minister. 

William Foster, Hannah’s husband,  was also a prominent Quaker, serving as overseer and elder for many 
years. He was a judge of the court of common pleas and a justice of the peace in Burlington County. He 
was appointed by the New Jersey legislature to be a commissioner to negotiate with the local Indians. 
After his death, one of the Indians wrote that William had been “both our Friend & Father.” 

Hannah died on January 14, 1777. William survived her by less than two years, dying on November 1, 1778. 

 


