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Female Ancestor Number: 235
Name: Jonas, Tryntje (Roelofs)
Dates: (1582 - 1645)
Colonial Society: NY Date added to ROA: June 21, 2025

Service: Woman of Distinction: Midwife

Authority: Van Laer, A J.F., "Minutes of the Amsterdam Chamber of the Dutch West India Company,
1635-1636,” The New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, vol. 49 (1918), p. 222. Scott, Kenneth, &
Stryker-Rodda, Kenn, eds., New York Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, Vol. 2, Register of the Provincial
Secretary, 1642-1647. (A. Van Lear, Trans.), Genealogical Publishing Co., 1974, pp. 471-472. Scott, Kenneth,
& Stryker-Rodda, Kenn, eds., New York Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, Vol. 3, Register of the Provincial
Secretary, 1648-1660. (A. Van Lear, Trans.), Genealogical Publishing Co., 1974, pp. 149-150.

Biography:

Tryntje is believed to have been the first midwife in New Netherland and the first professional midwife
anywhere in the 13 colonies. As was the custom in the Netherlands, the Dutch West India Company
employed a series of professional midwives in New Netherland, often constructing a home for them.
Company records note that “a small house for the midwife” -- probably Tryntje — had been built in 1633.
Her role was actually an official position in the colony, reflecting the fact that midwives in Holland were

members of the guild of surgeons, and were the foremost female professional group in Dutch society.

Tryntje Jonas was likely born in 1582 in Maesterland, which is now on the southwestern coast of Sweden
(at that time part of the Kingdom of Norway). She married Johan Jonas, also known as Jans or Jonasz, and

probably came to New Netherland in 1630, moving from Rensselaerswyck to New Amsterdam in 1634.

The earliest documented mention of Jonas’ role as midwife appears in the July 1918 issue of The New York
Genealogical and Biographical Society Record, in which she is quoted as requesting an increase in wages and

supplies.
Compensation for her services as midwife were apparently a frequent issue for Tryn, as she was known.

In 1630, Tryn’s daughter and heir, Marritjen Jans, claimed back earnings from her mother of 245 guilders, 2
stivers, and 8 pennies. The minutes of the Amsterdam Chamber of the Dutch West India Company,
1635-36, show that Tryn also wrote a letter to the company on November 26, 1635, requesting an increase in

wages and supplies.
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Documents from 1642 and 1644 indicate that Tryn Jonas was practicing as a midwife in New Netherland
during the 1640s. After her death in 1645, an attorney petitioned the West India Company for money he
said on August 10, 1647, was due to Rev. Everhardus Bogardus, based on the services of his deceased
mother-in-law Tryntje Roelof Jonas. The attorney said she had earned 745 guilders, 1 stiver, and 8
pennies, according to the company’s Book of Monthly Wages, N, F, folio 17. He described her as Tryn

Jonas from Maesterland, “in her lifetime, midwife here in New Netherland”.



