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Female Ancestor Number: 007  

Name: Pierce, Elizabeth  

Dates:  (c. 1618-c. 1640)  

Colonial Society: VA                                                      Date added to ROA: before 2009 

Service: Historic Founder; Passenger, The "William and Thomas", 1618 

Authority:  

Biography: 

Elizabeth Pierce, born around 1612 in England, was the daughter of Thomas Pierce and his wife, Alice. As a 
child, Elizabeth emigrated with her family to Virginia in 1618 on the supply ship William & Thomas, 
settling in the Jamestown area. Tragically, Thomas Pierce was killed during the Powhatan attack on March 
22, 1622, at Martin's Hundred in present day Prince George County. Elizabeth and her mother, Alice, were 
taken captive by the Powhatan and held for nearly a year before being ransomed. 

Following their release, Alice married Thomas Bennett, and Elizabeth chose him as her legal guardian to 
protect her inheritance from her deceased fiancé, yeoman John Filmer who died in 1624. In his will, John 
left Elizabeth all lands in his possession.  This made Elizabeth one of the earliest female landowners in the 
Virginia colony. 

Elizabeth's first marriage was to Anthony Barham, a planter who arrived in Virginia aboard the Abigail. 
They resided on Mulberry Island, where Anthony served as a Burgess in 1630. After Anthony's death in 
September 1641, Elizabeth married Richard Jackson. Together, they had two daughters, Mary and Sarah. 
Elizabeth's death is estimated to have occurred around 1700 in Isle of Wight County, Virginia.  

Elizabeth Pierce's life reflects the resilience and challenges faced by early colonial settlers in Virginia. 

 

 

 

 

 


