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Female Ancestor Number: o15
Name: Greville, Frances
Dates: (ca. 1602-1633)
Colonial Society: VA Date added to ROA: 2-28-2013

Service: Historic Founder; Arrived VA 1620 on the ”Supply”
Authority: Adventurers of Purse and Person, Ed. 4, Vol. 1, p. 63,638.

Biography:

Frances was born ca. 1602 in Gloucestershire, England. Today’s research indicates that her parentage is
disputed between three possibilities. She sailed to Virginia on board the Supply in 1620 from Bristol,
England. As one of only four single women on that sailing, she was accompanied by Joane Greene,

Elizabeth Webbe, Isabel Gifford and William Tracy and his wife, who was a niece of Fulke Greville,

reportedly a kinsman of Frances.

About 1621, she married Captain Nathaniel West (30 Nov 1592- Feb 1623/4), brother of Thomas West,
Third Lord Delaware. Nathaniel was listed as “dead in Virginia, since April last, February 16, 1623 at
“West and Sherlow hundred”. As of the Muster of 1624/5, Frances is listed as Nathaniel’s widow residing

in the home of Francis (West) having recently birthed a son named Nathaniel.

A few years after West’s death, Frances married Abraham Peirsey, Esq. on February 7, 1625. Abraham
purchased Flowerdew Hundred Plantation in 1624, from Sir George Yeardley’s estate after his death,
confirming his wealth and social status. Abraham was a Cape Merchant and a stockholder of the Virginia
Company. In 1624, he was appointed to the Council and was elected a Burgess in 1625. The Muster of
1624/5 indicates that Peirsey was the second wealthiest man in Virginia after Yeardley. Frances inherited

the plantation in Peirsey’s will.

After Peirsey’s death about 1628, Frances married for a third time to Captain Samuel Matthews (Sr.)
(1580-1657). Having come to Virginia in 1622 aboard the Southhampton with 23 servants, his affluence was
already established, and he became one of the most prominent men in the colony. He held two land
patents, one near Henricus and the other at Old Point Comfort and settled his plantation known as
“Matthews Manor” (later Denbight). He was a member of the Council. Frances and Samuel had two sons,

Samuel Jr. and Francis, both of whom became prominent members of society in rank and wealth.

Frances died in 1633, about age 33 in Mathews Manor, York County, Virginia.



