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Female Ancestor Number: 048 

Name:  James, Elizabeth (     ) 

Dates:  

Born: Abt. 1665 

Death: Bef. 13 Jan 1747/48, Montgomery Twp., Philadelphia Co. (now Montgomery Co.) PA 

Colonial Society:  PA                                            Date added to ROA:  January 2023 

Service:  Church Founder: Montgomery Baptist Church, 20 Jun 1719 

Authority: Mathews, Edward, History of Montgomery Baptist Church in Montgomery Township, 
Montgomery Co., PA (Ambler, PA: A.K. Thomas, Pub., 1895), p. 9, 22.  

Biography: 
Elizabeth and her husband John James arrived in Philadelphia in 1711, along with their sons Thomas, 
William, Josiah, and Isaac, and daughters Sarah, Rebecca, and Mary. They settled in Montgomery 
Township north of Philadelphia.  
 
They had been members of the Rhydwillym (Baptist) church in Pembrokeshire, South Wales. In 
Montgomery Township they joined Welsh Baptists, Sarah and John Evans. In June of 1719, as the Welsh 
community grew, they decided to establish the Montgomery Baptist Church, which was the fourth church 
built by Baptists in Pennsylvania, but the first in Montgomery County. Of the original ten church 
founders, two women were listed, Elizabeth James and Sarah Evans. The Montgomery Baptist Church is 
considered the parent of at least 5 other local Baptist Churches.  
 
The family eventually purchased land nearby in New Britain, Bucks County (1720.) Elizabeth predeceased 
her husband. In his will, he mentions daughters Sarah Lewis, Mary James, and Rebecca Miner. He also 
mentions sons William, Thomas, and Isaac, all of whom stayed active in the Montgomery Baptist Church. 
Through their children are a great number of descendants of Elizabeth and James.  
 


