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Female Ancestor Number: 58
Name: Mattson, Margaret (Erichsdotter)
Dates:
Born c. 1630
Died 1693, Chester Co., PA
Colonial Society: PA Date added to ROA: February 2023

Service:Woman of Distinction: Fought oppression, exonerated of Witchcraft by William
Penn, 1683; Founder, arrived New Sweden on the Eagle, 1654.

Authority: Craig, Peter Stebbins, J.D., 1671 Census of Delaware (Philadelphia, PA: Genealogical Society
of PA, 1999), p. 31; Craig, Peter Stebbins, ].D., The 1693 Census of the Swedes on the Delaware (Winter
Park, FL; SAG Publications, 1993), p. 69; Witchcraft Trial Notes of Margaret Mattson, PA State Archives,
Record Group 21.8, Proprietary Govt, Minutes (The Provincial Records), 1682-1775.

Biography:

Margaret Erichsdotter Mattson arrived in the colony of New Sweden (present-day southeastern
Pennsylvania) on 22 May 1654, aboard the ship Orn (Eagle), with her husband Nils Mattson, a millwright

from Finland.

Her husband Nils was a reputed healer working in the Finnish tradition. But it was Margaret who would
earn the reputation as the ”Witch of Ridley Creek.” Sometime after New Sweden became part of William
Penn’s new colony, Margaret’s neighbors brought charges against her under the English Witchcraft Act of
1604. Specifically, charges of practicing witchcraft were brought before the Pennsylvania Provincial
Council on 7 Feb 1683, Her neighbors accused her of "bewitching” their cattle, causing the cows to give
little milk. On 27 Feb 1683, Margaret and a neighbor, Yeshro Hendrickson, were brought by the Attorney
General before a grand jury of 21 men, who promptly indicted Margaret and sent the case to trial. William
Penn, the colony’s proprietor, conducted the questioning himself, and brought in an interpreter for
Margaret who only spoke Finnish. The jury of 12 men returned a verdict on 27 Feb 1683, stating that
Margaret was found guilty of having a reputation as a witch, but not guilty of bewitching animals. Both
women were released to their husbands after they posted a bond of 50 pounds and promised six months of

good behavior.
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A popular legend states that William Penn dismissed the charges against Margaret by affirming her legal
right to fly on a broomstick, saying he knew of no legal law against it. It is said that Penn had the case tried
in public so that his fellow Pennsylvanians could hear the lack of real evidence against Margaret, and also
as means to illustrate that his colony was welcoming and tolerant of all religious views. Scholars believe

this attitude helped Pennsylvania avoid the witch hysteria that swept through ”puritanical” Salem in 1692.

The handwritten court record for Margaret’s 1683 witchcraft trial is held in the Pennsylvania State

Archives.

Nils and Margaret had a family that included a son named Anthony Nilsson. Anthony’s wife was one of
Margaret’s accusers. Still, after Margaret died, Nils Mattson was noted in the local census as living with his
son and two of his grandchildren. Before his death in 1701, he had become a charity case and was cared for

by the congregants of the Wicaco church.



