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Female Ancestor Number:  087  

Name:  Pace, Izabella (Smyth) 

Dates:   ( c.1589 - living 1637) 

Colonial Society: VA                                                    Date added to ROA: 10-7-2023 

Service:  Ancient Planter  
              (came to Virginia by 1616 and received grant jointly with her husband)  
 
Authority: Dorman, John Frederick, comp., Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia, 1607-1624/5, 4th 
ed., Vol. 2 (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Pub. Co., Inc., 2005), 764-765. 

Biography: 

The early records for Izabella are scant, leaving her birth and parents’ information unknown.  She is 
thought to have been born about 1588/9, because she claimed to be 40 years old in 1628 when she changed 
her name on her Jamestown property deed. Izabella had a good education and good business sense. 

She married Richard Pace. Research seems to indicate that he was a carpenter from Wapping, Middlesex, 
England, and they married on October 5, 1608, at St. Dunstan's Parish Church in Stepney. The couple had 
a son, George, born around 1609. The Pace family immigrated to the Virginia Colony by 1616.  Izabella 
obtained a patent for 100 acres in her own name establishing her as an ‘Ancient Planter’, a title given to 
early settlers who arrived before 1616.  She later purchased an additional 100 acres. Richard obtained his 
own land patent, and they established a plantation known as Pace's Paines on the south side of the James 
River. 

In 1621, The Virginia Company asked the Pace’s to return to London to select “100 Eligible Maidens” as 
brides for the Ancient Planters settled in Virginia. They sailed on the Marmaduke, which was the most 
famous of the “Bride Ships”. 

In March 1622, the Pace plantation was attacked by the Powhatan, an event known as the 1622 Massacre. 
Richard Pace was forewarned by Chanco, a Native American youth living in his household, and they were 
able to fend off the attack. Richard alerted Jamestown which was able to prepare for the attack but still 
suffered great loss of life. In all, the massacre killed over 300 colonists throughout the newly settled lands.  

Following Richard Pace's death, Isabella remarried twice.  First to William Perry by February 16, 1624, a 
fellow Ancient Planter and neighbor. They had a son named Henry.  William was on the Governing 
Council in Jamestown and later served in The House of Burgesses in Williamsburg.  William died in 1637. 
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Izabella’s third marriage was to George Menefie in 1637 a wealthy merchant and member of the Governor's 
Council, in 1638. Isabella Smyth Pace Perry Menefie died about 1637.   

It is believed she was interred near her husbands in the Westover Parish Church Cemetery in Charles 
City County, Virginia.     


