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Female Ancestor Number: 106
Name: Campbell, Christiana (Burdett)
Dates: (ca.ry23 - 25 Mar 1792)
Colonial Society: VA Date added to ROA: 2-12-2024
Service: Business Owner: Innkeeper, established by 1761

Authority: Looney, ]. Jefferson. ”Christiana Burdett Campbell (ca.1723-1792).” Dictionary of Virginia
Biography, Library of Virginia (1998-), published 2001

(http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/dvb/bio.asp?b=Campbell Christiana_Burdett, accessed February g,
2024; Stephenson, Mary A. and Patricia Gibbs, ”Christiana Campbell’s Tavern Historical Report” (1952

and 1975 typescript reports; 1990 microfiche ed.), Colonial Williamsburg Foundation (CW), Williamsburg,
VA.

Biography:

Born around 1723, Christiana was the daughter of John and Mary Burdett. Her father operated a tavern
near the Capitol in Williamsburg by 1734. Christina grew up in Williamsburg, and it is thought that her

mother taught her the skills of running a tavern and boarding house.

After her father’s death in 1746, Christiana inherited a portion of his estate worth at least 300 pounds
sterling and three slaves. Sometime after September 21, 1747, she married Ebenezer Campbell, an
apothecary. The couple moved to Blandford, a town on the Appomattox River, where they had two
daughters. Following Ebenezer’s death around 1752, Christiana returned to Williamsburg. The estate of

Ebenezer was advertised for sale on August 14, 1752 in the Virginia Gazette.

Christina set up her tavern business around 1753. It is thought that she used the proceeds from the sale of
her late husband’s estate to purchase the necessary items and equipment needed to run a tavern. The

tavern was located at three different locations between the years of 1755 and 1771.

By 1755, Christiana’s tavern was well established at its final location just two lots east of the Capitol
building on Duke of Gloucester Street in Williamsburg. This is the current location of Christina
Campbell’s Tavern in the Williamsburg Historic District and still serves guests daily. Her establishment
quickly gained a reputation for its quality service and became a favored meeting place for politicians,
merchants, and other influential figures. Notably, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson were among
her patrons, frequently dining at the tavern during visits to Williamsburg for sessions of the House of

Burgesses and other business matters.
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After years of war and the move of Virginia’s government from Williamsburg to Richmond in 1780,
Christina’s business declined and she began to board students from the local William & Mary College.
She closed the tavern and unsuccessfully tried to sell all of her property. By 1787, she had moved-in with
her daughter Ebenezer Day in Fredericksburg, where she died on March 25, 1792. She is buried in the
Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery.

Christiana Campbell’s Tavern became one of the most prominent establishments in Williamsburg,
reflecting her entrepreneurial spirit and business acumen in an era when female innkeepers were

uncommon.



