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Female Ancestor Number: 116
Name: Kennon, Elizabeth (Worsham) __
Dates: (__-wp Feb 1743)
Colonial Society: VA Date added to ROA: 3-3-2024

Service: Business Owner: Keeping the ferry, 1720-1724

Authority: Chamberlayne, Churchill Gibson, transc. & publ., The Vestry Book & Register of Bristol
Parish, VA, 1720-1789 (Richmond, VA:1898), 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 19.

Biography:

Elizabeth, born c. 1651, in Henrico County (now Chesterfield), Virginia to William and
Elizabeth (Littlebury) Worsham. They were in Henrico County, Virginia by 1652, when
William Worsham received a Land Patent for 400 acres of land with his brother, George.
William died c. 1660 in Henrico, leaving Elizabeth’s mother and five children to mourn his
loss.

Elizabeth’s mother married, secondly, Colonel Francis Epes, and four children were born of
this union. Interestingly, Elizabeth Worsham Epes had two Wills: one for her Worsham
children, and one for her Epes children, and both Wills were proven on 1 October 1678.

Elizabeth Worsham, daughter of Elizabeth Worsham Epes, married Richard Kennon, of
Henrico County in 1675. Richard was the son of John and Elizabeth (Bolling) Kennon.
Richard became the founder of the Kennon family of Virginia and a prominent merchant
and large land owner. Richard was a Justice from Henrico in 1678 and a Burgess in 1685.

Elizabeth and Richard resided at Bermuda Hundred. Their home built on Conjuror’s Neck
is known as “Brick House”. Building began in 1685, and it still stands today. It is thought
to be the oldest house still standing in current day Chesterfield County. Together the
couple had eight children: Richard, eldest son, who died at the age of three, with his
tombstone located at “Conjuror’s Neck” on the Appomattox River, Colonel William Kennon,
Mary who married Major John Bolling, Elizabeth who married Joseph Royall, Sr., Martha
who married Robert Munford, Sarah, Judith who married Thomas Eldridge, and Richard.

Richard Kennon’s will was proved in Henrico County on 20 August 1696.

Following Richard’s death, Elizabeth proved to be an enterprising businesswoman, as she
kept a ferry from 1720-1724, noted in the Vestry Book and Register of Bristol Parish,
Virginia. Elizabeth lived to an advanced age, as at February Court 1743 in Henrico County,
Virginia, Elizabeth Kennon’s Will was presented by her grandson, William Kennon, Jr.,
styled Gent., the executor. Elizabeth was of Dale Parish, and by this time possessed a
considerable estate, as her estate’s Inventory was presented at August Court 1744.



