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Female Ancestor Number : 131

Name: Franklin, Ann ( Smith)
Dates: (2 October 1696 - 16 April 1763)
Colonial Society: RI Date added to ROA: 5-7-2024

Service: Woman of Distinction: Publisher/Printer, "Rhode Island Gazette”,
beginning 27 Sep 1732

Authority: Mays, Dorothy A., Women in Early America: Struggle, Survival, and Freedom in a New
World (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC Clio, 2004), 148-149.

Biography:

Ann Franklin was a pioneering American printer and newspaper editor. Born Ann Smith in 1696 in
Boston, Massachusetts, she became one of the first women involved in the printing trade in colonial

America.

In 1723, she married James Franklin, a printer and the older brother of the famous Benjamin Franklin. The
couple had five children. In 1727, they moved to Newport, Rhode Island, where James established The
Rhode-Island Gazette, the colony’s first newspaper. However, when James died in 1735, Ann was left to
support her family. She took over her husband’s printing business, becoming the first female printer in

Newport and one of the earliest female printers in colonial America.

Ann Franklin printed books, pamphlets, and almanacs. In 1736, she became the official printer for the
colony of Rhode Island, producing government documents and legal materials. In 1745, she and her son
James Jr. established The Newport Mercury, which became one of the longest-running newspapers in

America.



