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Female Ancestor Number: 138  

Name: Todd, Elizabeth (Rockhold)  

Dates:  (c. 1680 - wp 13 Aug 1741)  

Colonial Society: MD                                                      Date added to ROA: 5-18-2024  

Service: Woman of Distinction: Widow Estate Holder "Hopes Plain", Crop: Tobacco Town 

Authority: Johnson, Christopher. "The Todd Family of Anne Arundel County." Maryland Genealogies, 
Vol. II (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Pub. Co., Inc., 1980), 462-464; Nimmo, Nannie Ball. "The Rockholds 
of Early Maryland." Maryland Genealogies, Vol. II (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Pub. Co., Inc., 1980), 
312-317; Maryland Wills, Vol. 21, Libre T & D, 1734-1738, pp. 368-370. 

Biography: 
Elizabeth Rockhold was the daughter of John Rockhold and his wife Mary (Richardson) Rockhold. She 
was born around 1680. Lancelot Todd was born about 1674. He was the grandson of Thomas Todd who 
immigrated to Maryland in 1651. Elizabeth married Lancelot before July 1699 and they had five children 
together: Thomas, John, Nathan, Sarah and Ruth.  

“Lancelot’s will was dated May 6, 1735  in Annapolis and stated “I give and bequeath unto my wife 
Elizabeth Todd the Tract of land I now live on called Hopes Plain during her natural Life and after her 
decease to my son Thomas.”  Elizabeth also received all the remaining negros, 49 lbs. 10 shillings held by 
Edward Dorsey, her father,  plus a young sorrel horse branded “ED” with her saddle. 

Thomas also received another tract of land and five negroes. He gave to sons Lance and John a tract called 
Rebecker’s Lot and three negros each.  Son Nathan received a tract of land and four negros. His daughter, 
Sarah received one  negro woman. Daughter Ruth received a negro man and two three year old stears. 
Granddaughter, Elizabeth Dorsey, received a mulatto boy. Benjamin Howard and Edward Dorsey were to 
divide the remainder equally among his wife Elizabeth and sons Lance, John and Nathan Todd.  Nathan 
was to remain in the care of his mother until age 18. Lance states at the end of his will that he had 
previously given several other tracts of land to his children by two deeds of gift. These gifts were to stand.   

Lancelot Todd was a substantial land owner in 1736 with more than 15 slaves. From his will it is obvious 
that he was a wealthy man with much property to distribute at his death. 

Elizabeth did not remarry. We can assume that she continued to raise tobacco after her husband’s death 
on the two properties she had received for her life thus becoming  a substantial landowner in her own 
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right. Once again the contents of her will indicated that she maintained the quality of lifestyle achieved by 
her husband obviously being successful in her business dealings and tobacco sales. 

Elizabeth’s  will was dated  June 19, 1741 and proved August 13, 1741. She gave her daughters Sarah and 
Ruth  all her wearing apparel;  her sister Sabra Frizzel 40 shillings; children Lance, Peter, Nathan, John and  
Ruth each received a member of their enslaved negro community.  

She stated her estate was to be equally divided among her five children. The division was to take into 
account the value of the negros.  These may have been the ones she received when the remainder of her 
husband’s estate was divided. Thomas Todd, Lancelot Todd, John Todd, Nathan Todd, Edward Dorsey 
and Michell Dorsey were appointed executors of her estate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          


