
                       FOUNDING FEMALES 
             Female Qualifying Ancestor Index 

 
 

Female Ancestor Number:  144 

Name:  Beecher, Hannah Langford Potter 

Dates:  (      - wp 5 Apr 1659) 

Colonial Society:    CT                                                      Date added to ROA:  June 16, 2025 

Service: Midwife 

Authority: Hoadly, Charles J., ed., Records of the Colony and Plantation of New Haven, from 1638 to 
1649 (Hartford: Case, Tiffany & Co., 1857), 304; Dexter, Franklin B., ed., Ancient Town Records, Vol. 1, 
New Haven Town Records 1649-1662 (New Haven: New Haven Colony Historical Society, 1917), 67, 80, 124; 
Hatcher, Patricia Law. "English Origin of the Potter and Beecher Families of New Haven, Connecticut." 
The American Genealogist, Vol. 79, Nos. 1-2, January/April 2004, pp. 28, 32-33.  

Biography: 

The early life of Hannah Langford, including her birth year remain largely undocumented. What we do 
know comes primarily from scattered town records.  

She first married William Potter on October 6, 1607 and, after his death, married John Beecher on Jan 20, 
1619. In official documents, Hannah is consistently identified by a title that speaks volumes about her role 
in the community: midwife. 

In March of 1650–51, a town record notes that the Treasurer was instructed to allocate funds from the town 
stock to pay for “5 to 6 rods of fence,” a detail that, while minor, anchors Hannah in the practical workings 
of colonial life. Such records, though sparse, help place her in the heart of the community’s daily affairs. 

She appears in later records as “Hannah Beecher, midwife,” or “the widow Beecher, midwife,” indicating 
that her work continued after both of her marriages had ended.  

Despite the many gaps in her biography, Hannah Langford Beecher left a lasting impression. Her 
consistent identification as a midwife suggests a woman deeply trusted and relied upon in the most 
intimate and critical moments of life—birth. Her presence in town financial and legal records affirms her 
as a known and respected figure within the fabric of her community. 

Though time has obscured many details of her life, Hannah’s name endures, tied to her service and care. 
She is remembered not by the wealth she left behind, but by the lives she helped usher into the world. 
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Her inventory was taken on March 2, 1658/59, suggesting that she had passed away by that date. The fates 
of her husbands and the location of her burial remain unknown. 
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