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Female Ancestor Number: 149
Name: Brewster, Martha (Wadsworth)
Dates: (1 Apr 1710- aft. 1757)
Colonial Society: CT Date added to ROA: 6-26-2024
Service: Published Author, Poet

Authority: Reference: Brewster, Martha. Poems on Divers Subjects (New London: John Green, Printer,
1757); Barkin, Carol, ed. by. ”Brewster, Martha Wadsorth.” Encyclopedia of American Literature, Vol. 1

(New York: Facts on File, Inc., 2002), 41.
Biography:

Martha Wadsworth was born on April 1, 1710, in Lebanon, Connecticut, the daughter of Joseph, Jr. and Lydia
(Brown) Wadsworth. Her family was well established in the region.

Martha married Oliver Brewster on March 22, 1732 at the Goshen Congregational Church in Lebanon,
Connecticut. Oliver was also from a prominent Connecticut family. Martha and Oliver had two children
together: Ruby and Wadsworth. Oliver relocated to Bernardston, Massachusetts prior to October 28, 1765 and
presumably died there sometime after October 19, 1776.

Martha died sometime after 1757, probably in her hometown of Lebanon, Connecticut.

Martha is known as one of only four women in colonial America to have published poetry before the American
Revolution. Most notably she was the first American born woman to publish using her own name. Her Poems
on Divers Subjects was her major work. In all, she wrote 21 poems which covered a wide range of topics
beyond the traditional “women’s subjects” of home and family. Her poems “offered personal counsel to her
children but also engaged with the broader cultural and social issues of her time”. “Her work has been
recognized both for its literary merit and for its role in representing the voice of colonial women” cementing her
place in American literary history.



