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Female Ancestor Number: 188
Name: Hume, Sophia (Wigington)
Dates: (c. 1702 — 26 Jan 1774)
Colonial Society: SC Date added to ROA: 11-13-2024
Service: Quaker Minister, 1747 and Author

Authority: Larson, Rebecca, Daughters of Light, Quaker Women Preaching and Prophesying
In the Colonies and Abroad, 1700-1775, Alfred A. Knopf, 1999, p 311; US Quaker Records
1681-1935, Philadelphia, PA: Philadelphia Monthly Meetings, Original Certificates, p. 771.

Biography:

Sophia was born into the Quaker aristocracy as the granddaughter of Mary Fisher and
William Bayley, early Quaker preachers in Charleston, South Carolina. She was the
daughter of a public official and prosperous Anglican landowner. In 1721 Sophia married
Robert Hume also of Charleston. He too was a public official and landowner and practiced
as an Anglican lawyer. After Robert’s death Sophia moved to London, England c. 1741 and
converted to Quakerism. She renounced the fashionable lifestyle and began expressing a

desire to preach. In 1747 she returned to Charleston and was noted as an approved minister
by 1768.

In the Friends records she is mentioned as “a well-meaning woman, but... had about her
too much Church-buckram, reproving, with severity, the young people for what she
deemed improper with respect to dress”. Sophia was the author of nine well-known

religious books that advocated Quaker principles and the important business of religion.
She and Robert had two children.

Sophia died at the age of 73 in London, England.



