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Female Ancestor Number : 193
Name: Chase, Love (Leavitt)
Dates: c1717-Nov 27, 1802.
Colonial Society: New Hampshire Date added to ROA: Dec 17, 2024
Service: Tavern Keeper

Authority: The New Hampshire Gazette. Portsmouth, NH. [Vol] 1759-1763, Sep 28, 1759, Image 4,
(https//chronicalingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025581/1759-09-28’ ed-1/seq4/)

Biography:

Love was born around 1717 in Stratham, NH, the daughter of Moses Leavitt and Sarah Leavitt, whose
fathers were half-brothers. Their father was John Leavitt, a founding deacon of Old Ship Church in
Hingham, MA, the oldest church in continuous ecclesiastical use in America. On her father’s side, Love
was also the great-great-granddaughter of both Gov. John Winthrop and Gov. Thomas Dudley of

Massachusetts.

Around 1740, Love was married in Exeter, NH, to Thomas Chase, the son of Jonathan Chase and Joanna
Palmer. They settled in Stratham, NH, where they ran a tavern together. The Chase Tavern was a busy
establishment used not only as a gathering place for local residents, but also as the headquarters for the

town selectmen and often the location for town meetings.

The couple had six children, of whom a daughter and two sons lived to adulthood. Sadly, Love was
widowed in 1757 when nine-year-old Jonathan accidentally shot his father. She then became the legal
proprietor of the tavern and successfully retained its popularity. Fortunately, when her father died in 1754,
Love had inherited several parcels of land in several surrounding towns, along with a cow, a calf, two

sheep, and some cash.

Both of her sons served in the Revolutionary War. Returning home, the oldest, Jonathan, moved to
Wolfeboro, NH where he married and raised a family. The younger son, Dudley Leavitt Chase, remained
in Stratham where he also married and took over the management of the tavern from his mother in 1780.

According to a town history, he proved to be equally as popular as his parents in the role.

Love Chase died in 1802 in Stratham.



