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Female Ancestor Number : 197
Name: Harvey, Elizabeth (Kelly)
Dates: (abt 165 1- bef 1727)
Colonial Society: NH Date added to ROA: Dec 22, 2024

Service: Tavern Keeper

Authority: New Hampshire Colonial Court Records, Case 15616 [FHL film 978144, Images 644-648]

Biography:

Elizabeth was born around 1651 in Boston, MA, to parents David and Elizabeth Kelly. Her widowed mother
sold waterfront property in Boston to Thomas Harvey on Nov. 7, 1681. Elizabeth and Thomas were
subsequently married and it is thought that the property sale occurred around the time of their marriage.

Elizabeth was the second wife of Capt. Thomas Harvey, a widower and mariner retailer in Portsmouth,
NH. He had at least two daughters with his first wife, Elizabeth Wall.

Thomas Harvey held a retail liquor license, which was transferred to Elizabeth in 1694, when her husband
was at sea. In 1697 Thomas was captured by the French and died in a prison in France. Elizabeth then
successfully petitioned the province and the town to open a tavern. Her children’s connections by

marriage to locally prominent families proved beneficial.

In 1699, Elizabeth petitioned the General Court seeking an abatement of excise taxes in exchange for
keeping a post office in her tavern. Her request was granted as long as she kept the post office active. The

tavern and Post office became well known throughout the Province of New Hampshire.

In 1701, she and three other male tavern keepers petitioned the Governor’s Council to curtail retail liquor
sales in Portsmouth claiming that such sales damaged their business because the law required more
enforcement of liquor sales by taverns than that required by retailers. The petition failed, but the tavern
business survived. Elizabeth also was able to bring in business from the government, renting rooms to

Assembly members and providing space for meetings.

Elizabeth’s son Thomas married Ann Jose in 1714 and from then on they ran the business together. The
young couple learned the business of running a tavern well and continued to do so after Elizabeth died

around 1727.



