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Female Ancestor Number : 203 

 

Name:  Pascall, Elizabeth (Frost) Wentworth​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Dates:  (Aug 11, 1714 - Jul 13, 1794) 

Colonial Society:  NH                                                                  Date added to ROA: Jan 25, 2025 

Service: Business Owner ( selling goods imported from England) 

Authority: Blaine, Marcia Schmidt. "Ordinary Women: Government and Custom in the Lives of New 
Hampshire Women, 1690-1770", 101-102, (scholars.unh.edu/dissertation/2062/) 

Biography: 
Elizabeth Frost was born in New Castle, NH, on August 11, 1714. She was the daughter of Capt. John Frost 
and Mary Bray Pepperell, who were both members of prominent local merchant families. On Sep 21, 1736, 
she married Daniel Wentworth, who was a son of Lieut. Gov. John Wentworth and Sarah (Hunking) 
Wentworth, also members of prominent New Hampshire families. 

Elizabeth and Daniel had six children before his death in 1747. Left with 5 surviving children under the age 
of 12, Elizabeth married her second husband, Michael Henry Pascall, on Feb. 29, 1749. From around 1753, 
her husband was apparently serving in the royal navy and by 1758 she had opened her shop in Portsmouth. 
After her husband had been gone for ten years, she petitioned the Governor and Council for feme sole 
status (financial independence from her husband), which was granted Dec. 17, 1763. This freed her up to 
sell some of the land she owned and deal with suppliers and shippers for her shop in her own name. She 
was the only woman known to have been granted this right in New Hampshire in colonial times.  

Michael Pascall died in 1786. The U.S. Census of 1790 lists Elizabeth Pascall as living in Portsmouth as 
head of household. She died in Portsmouth on Jul 13, 1794. One of her sons died young at sea while in the 
Navy and her youngest daughter died as an infant. Her other two daughters married and had children but 
had also passed away. Her remaining two sons are mentioned in her will and died after her, also leaving 
descendants. 

 

     


