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Female Ancestor Number:  220 

Name:   Gardiner, Elizabeth (Crockford)  

Dates:   (26 Jan 1632/2 - aft 2 Sep 1698) 

Colonial Society: NJ                                                     Date added to ROA: March 29, 2025 

Service: Midwife 

Authority:  Roach, Hannah Benner. “Seventeenth Century Birth Records in the Delaware Valley,” The 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine, vol. 27 (1971), pp. 83-91. 

Biography: 

Elizabeth Crockford was born January 26, 1631/2 in Fisherton Delamere, a small village in Wiltshire, 
England, about 10 miles northwest of Salisbury. Her father, Thomas Crockford, was the vicar of the 
village church. Her mother, Joan Alford, was the daughter of a clothier “of the best gentry lineage.”  

Elizabeth’s father died when she was three. The family moved to Warminster, a nearby market town, after 
his death. Elizabeth married Thomas Gardiner in Warminster in 1655.  

Elizabeth and Thomas apparently became Quakers at some point after their marriage. Quaker beliefs and 
practices were outlawed in England and thousands of Quakers were imprisoned or fined. Elizabeth and 
Thomas fled to America to practice their religion freely. 

In 1678, Thomas Gardiner purchased a share of property in West Jersey. The family moved to the town of 
Burlington shortly thereafter. They were apparently well off financially. They built a log house that was 
one of the most substantial in the town. Meetings of Friends were often held in the Gardiners’ home, and 
in 1681 the first yearly meeting of Friends in New Jersey was held there. 

Thomas Gardiner was a member of the Provincial Assembly, a member of the Governor’s Council, 
Receiver General, Treasurer, and a justice of the provincial court. Elizabeth served her community as a 
midwife for more than twenty years. An early history of Pennsylvania calls her a woman “of worthy and 
eminent character.” 

Elizabeth and Thomas had five children. Thomas died in late 1694. His will made Elizabeth his sole 
executrix. Elizabeth’s death date is not known, but she was alive in September 1698, when she is recorded 
as midwife for a birth in Burlington. 

 

          


