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Female Ancestor Number: 067
Name: Bartram, Ann Mendenhall
Dates: (1703 - 29 Jan 1780)
Colonial Society: PA Date added to ROA: 7-26-2023

Service: Woman of Distinction: entrepreneur , Philadelphia

Authority: Smith, Merril D., ”The Bartram Women: Farm Wives, Artists, Botanists, and

Entrepreneurs.” Bartram Broadside, Winter 2001, pp. 1-4, 9.

Biography:

B. 1703 Chester Co., PA, D. 29 Jan 1789, Darby, PA

Ann Mendellhall Bartram has been described as a stereotypical farm wife of her time and place.

Ann was Born to Quakers Benjamin and Ann (Pennell) Mendenhall in Chester County PA in 1703. She

married, at age 26, John Bartram (1699-1777) as his second wife in December 1729.

Because she was married to a man who became a world-renowned botanist, horticulturist, and explorer,
her life has often been overlooked by scholars. Shortly after their marriage, the Bartrams moved to a piece
of land west of the Schuylkill River, known as Kingsessing Township (present-day Philadelphia) and
celebrated today as Historic Bartram’s Garden. It was here that Ann and John created what would become
a family business that would continue through three generations for over a century, and designated a
National Historic Landmarks in 1960. What started out as a simple interest in medicinal plants, would
burgeon into John becoming celebrated as one of the “greatest botanists in the world” by contemporaries
such as Carl Linnaeus. In 1743, John co-founded the American Philosophical Society with Benjamin
Franklin. (He is listed on the NSCDA Register of Ancestors in this capacity.)

Yet, Ann did not “marry a famous man” but a simple farmer. As John studied, wrote, and frequently
traveled the colonies, it was Ann who ran the farm, and kept up the correspondence and (international)
seed shipments that kept the business flourishing, as evidenced through limited surviving documentation.
During this time she also raised her two step-sons and gave birth to nine more children. She entertained
frequent and notable houseguests, such as close friends Benjamin and Deborah Franklin. She encouraged
her children’s curiosities. Son William became a noted botanist, ornithologist and artist, while
granddaughter Ann (Nancy) Bartram Carr (daughter of John, Jr.) studied drawing with her uncle William
and became a distinguished botanist and artist in her own right. It is a legacy which lives on through the
Franklinia tree along with a wide range of flowering trees and shrubs, including rhododendron, and

magnolia to the cultivation of the Venus flytrap.



