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Female Ancestor Number:  083  

Name:  Coates, Mary Langdale 

Dates:   b. 6 Jun 1713, Bridlington, England 

               d. 23 Oct 1770, Philadelphia PA 

Colonial Society:  PA                                                                       Date added to ROA:  9-4-2023 

Service:  Woman of Distinction: Business Owner 1734-1770, Philadelphia 

Authority: Cleary, Patricia, "She Will Be in the Shop": Women's Sphere of Trade in 
Eighteenth-Century Philadelphia and New York, PMHB, Vol. CXIX, No. 3 (July 1995), pp 
181, 186. Mary Langdale Coates Account Book and Index (1748-1770), The Library Company 
of Philadelphia 

Biography: 

Mary Langdale Coates was a typical woman of her time, yet also one who experienced the privileges of 
being part of Philadelphia’s tight-knit Quaker merchant community. 

 Born in England, her parents—Josiah and Margaret Langdale—were well-known English Quaker 
ministers. Sometime in her teens she moved to Philadelphia, and by age 20 (1734) she married Samuel 
Coates (1711-1748). Samuel was a contemporary of Benjamin Franklin and one of the original shareholders 
in Franklin’s Library Company of Philadelphia. At the time of their marriage Samuel was a merchant on 
Philadelphia’s bustling waterfront, and his account books (held at the Historical Society of PA), indicate 
that Mary became a partner in helping run the business the same year they were married.  

It is no surprise that when her husband died in 1748, she was poised to take over the business on her own 
to support her four children. After his death, she advertised in the Pennsylvania Gazette to remind her 
husband’s debtors to settle their bills, while also adding a list of goods she would continue to sell. As a 
widow, her status officially became “shopkeeper” even though she’d done so since the start of her 
marriage. She ran the shop for another two decades. Mary’s shop account and index books (1748-1770) 
reside in the archive of The Library Company of Philadelphia. They show her customers included many of 
Philadelphia’s prominent citizens, Israel Pemberton, Sr., Philip Syng, Benjamin Franklin, Anthony 
Benezet, and Anthony Morris among them. She also sold to her sister-in-law Elizabeth Coates Paschall 
(the noted Quaker Healer and NSCDA qualifying ancestor.) These customer interactions would have 
kept her well-versed in the affairs of the city and colony in which she lived. Mary also relied upon the help 
of her late husband’s other sister, Mary Coates Reynell, who helped raise her children when Samuel died.  
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Mary and John Reynell would take financial responsibility for the children after Mary Langdale Coates 
died, ensuring they were well settled. It is believed that Mary’s daughter Alice continued the family 
business after her death.  

  


