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Female Ancestor Number: 086 

Name:  Greene, Ann (Cox) 

Dates:  ( c. 1613 – prior to 1638) 

Colonial Society:   Maryland                                   Date added to ROA: September 29, 2023 

Service:  Historic Founder, Landowner, Passenger on The Ark. 

Authority: Newman, Harry Wright. The Flowering of the Maryland Palatinate. Baltimore: 
Genealogical Pub. Co., 1984: 159, 164, 213-5, 339-340; Russell, George Ely and Donna Valley. 
The Ark and The Dove Adventurers. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 2005: 112-3. 

Biography: 
Ann Cox was one of two “gentlewomen” who emigrated to Maryland from England on the ship The Ark 
(with the smaller support ship The Dove) in 1634. They were among the founding colonists under a charter 
granted to Lord Baltimore in 1632 to establish a haven for English Roman Catholics. They were led by 
Leonard Calvert, whose older brother Cecil (then the 2nd Lord Baltimore) had taken over the charter after 
the death of their father and had appointed Leonard as the 1st Proprietary Governor of the province. As a 
member of the founding party, Ann was granted special rights to 500 acres of land. Nothing definitive is 
known about Ann’s family or life in England. 

Shortly after her arrival in Maryland, Ann married Thomas Greene, also a passenger on The Ark. Thomas 
Greene came from landed gentry in Kent, England, on an estate which was close by that of the Calverts 
and was a boyhood friend of Leonard Calvert. He too received grants of land from Lord Baltimore. The 
Greene family traced their ancestry to Robert de Ros, one of the 25 “surety barons” of the Magna Carta. 

Ann and Thomas Greene lived in St. Mary’s County, MD, and by 1628 they had become parents of two 
sons, Thomas and Leonard. Sadly, Ann died in early 1628. Reportedly the two boys were then sent back to 
England with their father’s older brother Richard. They returned to Maryland in 1744, when their father 
remarried. Thomas Greene was an active supporter of the Catholic church and served as the 2nd 
Proprietary Governor of Maryland from 1647 to 1649. He died in 1652. Leonard Greene was the only son 
who had surviving children. His line continued through his daughters. 

 

 

           


