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Female Ancestor Number: 117
Name: Biddle, Mary Scull
Dates: 2 Aug 1709 - 9 May 1789, Philadelphia
Colonial Society: PA Date added to ROA: 3-3-2024
Service: Map Editor

Authority: : Ritzlin, Mary McMichael. ”Women’s Contributions to North American
Cartography: four profiles.” Meridian, no. 2, 1989, pp. 7-8; Nicholas Scull 1762 Map of
Philadelphia, map credits.

Biography:

What is a woman to do after she’s given birth to her tenth child and her husband confesses he’s lost the
family fortune? What if said husband sells the family’s NJ estate, and quickly loses yet more money, and
ends up bed-bound for 3 years with a “lingering” disorder? And then your mother dies? These were the
circumstances for Mary Scull Biddle, who, once her husband succumbed to his illness in 1756, was left to
care for her large family. While the three eldest were “of age” the six younger ones ranged in age from 20-
down to 4-years-old. Two of her elder sons fought in the French and Indian War. When the younger ones

were at the appropriate age, they were apprenticed, two went to sea and one to the army.

As Mary’s husband left her no business to run to support her family, she apparently went to work for her
father. Nicholas Scull was a mathematician and Surveyor General of Pennsylvania, who had trained under
Thomas Holmes. Nicholas died in 1762, mere months before the publication of his map of Philadelphia
which has been described as “the most important engraved plan of Philadelphia” since the Thomas Holme
plan of 1682. Upon publication, Mary Biddle was listed on the printed map as an editor along with
Matthew Clarkson. Clarkson, a member of the American Philosophical Society and later mayor of
Philadelphia, kept a shop where he sold prints. A partnership between Biddle and Clarkson made great
sense. While her obituary does not mention a career in editing and selling maps, it’s obvious Mary did
what she needed to care for her children. Her sons were known for their bravery, holding offices in law
and medicine. Nicholas became a Commodore in the Continental Navy dying in battle aboard his ship.
Edward became a member of the Continental Congress, while Charles became V.P. of the Supreme

Executive Council of Pennsylvania.



