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Female Ancestor Number: 1o
Name: Cloud, Elizabeth (Bayley)
Dates: Bapt. 19 Mar 1667, Horningsham, Wiltshire, England

Died aft. 21 Dec 1717, Marlborough Twp., Chester Co., PA
Colonial Society: PA Date added to ROA: 2-21-2024

Service: Historic Founder, Chichester, Chester County c.1683

Authority: : Concord Monthly Meeting at Chichester Minutes 1684-1757, image 5; Cope,
Gilbert, comp. by Genealogy of the Baily Family...(Lancaster, PA: Wickersham Printing
Co., 1912), 5, 12; Two-hundred and twenty-fifth Anniversary of Concord Monthly Meeting
of Friends (Philadelphia: Walter H. Jenkins, printer), 103, 106.

Biography:

Elizabeth Bayley Cloud is like many women of her time and place, mostly invisible beyond the few
glimpses we find in relation to her father and husband. She was born into a burgeoning Quaker
community in England. While her father never traveled to Pennsylvania, he was a great supporter of the
vision of William Penn. He purchased 500 acres in 1681, in what would later become Chester County.
There is also evidence he supported the Chichester Meeting there. And perhaps indicating his intention

of eventually leaving England, he also purchased a burial plot.

Our first glimpse of Elizabeth is her baptismal record in England. Our second glimpse is when she and
Jeremiah Cloud declare their intention of marriage at the Chichester Meeting in 1685. The only logical
explanation for Elizabeth Bayley attending Chichester Meeting is if she had arrived on one of William
Penn’s ships (1682/83). She would have been about 15 years old and traveling with one of the other Quaker

families from her home community.

While men were listed on the Penn ship manifests, women were likely never mentioned at all. But of
course, they were there all along! We might even speculate that Elizabeth Bayley knew the Cloud family
before her arrival in the Pennsylvania Colony, as her father and future father-in-law likely crossed paths
living in nearby Quaker communities. By 1685, Elizabeth, at age 18, would be free to declare her marriage
intentions and start her own family. In the intervening years before her husband died in 1717, they would
amass and cultivate a great deal of land and raise five sons and three daughters together. There is no
doubt, whatever Penn ship carried Elizabeth to his colony, her labors helped create the world the founder

envisioned.



