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Female Ancestor Number:  163 

 

Name:  Roberts, Gaynor (Roberts)  

Dates: ( 1653 - 20 Feb 1722) 

Colonial Society:  PA                                                                     Date added to ROA:  8-28-2024 

Service:  Historic Founder (Morning Star, 1683) 

Authority: Sheppard, Jr., Walter Lee, ed., Passengers and Ships Prior to 1684 (Baltimore: 
Genealogical Pub. Co., 1970), 105, 107. 

Biography: 

Aboard William Penn’s various 23 original ships headed to Pennsylvania, there were several groups of 
Welsh Quakers who had negotiated the purchase of a large area of land upon which they hoped to create a 
Welsh Barony. Like Quakers from other parts of Europe, they were escaping religious persecution and 
many of their compatriots had suffered the loss of their livelihoods. They hoped in Pennsylvania they 
would set up their own county with a local government that would be Welsh-speaking. Things didn’t turn 
out exactly as they had dreamed, as rather than contiguous plots, they were given plots across many areas. 
There was one area named the Welsh Tract, just west of Center City, which in present-day makes up most 
of Philadelphia’s Main Line, towns with curious names that derive from their Welsh beginnings; Bryn 
Mawr, Radnor, Bala Cynwyd, Pencoyd, and Gladwyne, to name a few. 

One of the original negotiators of this Penn land grant was a Welshman named John Roberts. He traveled 
aboard the Morning Star, which left from Liverpool, and arrived in Philadelphia in 1683. 

Also aboard was a Welshwoman named Gaynor Roberts. And while records indicate she was traveling 
with her brother Hugh Roberts (of Ciltagarth), and possibly her mother, Gaynor was not an appendage. In 
fact, she was listed as a purchaser of 156 acres of the Welsh Tract in her own right. Upon arrival, she paid 
duty of just over £1 for her belongings, which consisted of 2 cases, 2 chests, 1 bundle, 2 quarts of cheese 
and other wares. 

The following year Gaynor Roberts married John Roberts (1684.) Their relationship or possible family 
connection prior to sailing to Pennsylvania is unknown. They settled and established what became known 
as the Merion Meeting. John became quite prominent in local politics serving as Justice of the Peace and in 
the Provincial Assembly. Together the couple continued to accumulate land, with Gaynor’s name listed as 
the owner of several properties.   
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Gaynor died in 1722 at age 69 and John followed two years later. Their son Robert and daughter Elizabeth 
inherited their considerable property, along with four grandsons named in John Roberts’ will.  

 


