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Female Ancestor Number: 195

Name: Draper, Rachel

Dates: (c. 1715 - bur. 26 Apr1794)

Colonial Society: PA Date added to ROA: 12-22-2024
Service: Woman of Distinction: Boardinghouse/Tavern Owner, beg. c.1767

Authority: Wulf, Karin, Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia, University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2000, pp. 119-120; Province of Pennsylvania records of financial
accounts, 1761-1776, Vol. 1, 12 January 1767 (Historical Society of Pennsylvania Collection
AM.2014); "Notes and Queries.” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography,
vol. 22, no. 1, 1898, p. 126. JSTOR, http://www.jstore.org/stable/20085786. Accessed 25 Dec.

2024.
Biography:

Rachel’s Draper’s life is indicative of the sort of “everywoman” of the lower classes striving to build a life
and survive in 18th century Philadelphia. For a woman considered part of the “working poor” of the city,
Rachel is found in a useful number of records, both in city records and those of the Philadelphia Monthly
Meeting (Quakers). Her birth year is based on the age listed the year her death was recorded at age 79
years. Her maiden name is unknown. The year Rachel married James Draper, a modest tailor, is also
unknown. What is known is that in 1747 (2™ day of the third month), Rachel and James wrote a letter to
the Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, apologizing for their “former misconduct in marrying contrary to the good
order established among [FJriends...” which was read and accepted in a meeting. In 1763, James died at age 4.
Because the Draper’s finances were likely very simple, Rachel was the sole executor of her husband’s
estate. She is recorded as advertising in September of 1763, in the Pennsylvania Gazette, to request payment
of all those indebted to her husband, so that she could pay those owed. We know that Rachel was caring
for at least six children, as they are listed in 1773 Monthly Meeting records as Rachel, Sarah, Amy,
Patience, Jonathan, and Thomas.

How then did the Widow Draper not just survive, but feed her family and keep a roof over their head? We
know that by 1775, Rachel had lived on Chancery Lane, in the “High Street Ward” for over twenty years as
it was enumerated in the Constable’s Return. That meant, when she applied for a city license to operate a
small tavern (at least by 1767), it was from her home, the place her husband James had operated his tailor

shop. She also took in boarders. While Rachel likely lived on the margins of economic security, she was
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able to help contribute to the education of her children. Daughters Amy and Patience attended the school
run by Rebecca Jones (see Mary Porter Jones.) Rachel’s story is not unique. She lived and worked alongside
many widowed and unmarried women, who had a long tenure in the neighborhood. (See Ann Wishart.)

As independent women, not bound by coverture, they could make decisions for themselves, which indeed

helped shape Philadelphia urban culture.



