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A MESSAGE FROM THE STATE PRESIDENT        

Dear Dames,
 First, I am truly honored to be your President.  
Every day  I realize what a special group of women you 
are and I cannot begin this letter without a special thank 
you to my Board.  They are dedicated women who are 
truly making a difference within our Society.
 Our Society has been very busy since April and 
many things have happened.  First, we have been 
introduced to a new logo that will update our image and 
help us appeal to the younger generations.  We have seen 
changes in the social media areas and in technology.  We 
are working on developing our own web site which will 
allow us to expand our history and communicate more 
effectively.  This fall I had the opportunity to travel to the 
National Board Meeting in Portland, Oregon and meet 
Dames from across the country.  The Alabama Society 
is well represented nationally by Vaughan Morrissette, 
Laura Rutherford, and Jane Newman and we are well 
known for our presence and making a difference.  We 
are meeting the NSCDA Vision statement by educating 
our membership, constantly updating and preserving 
records and continually working to maintain our own 
museum property, the Conde-Charlotte Museum 
House.  We are giving scholarships and furthering 
colonial education and constantly being informed about 
our national properties.  We produce oral histories to 
share with future generations, preserve artifacts, help 
Native Americans through scholarships and we support 
museum properties.  Noting all these things that we 
as Dames do, my message to you is centered on the 
long term future and the great need for each of us to 
continue to support our society with enthusiasm and to 
promote our colonial history. Remember the meaning of 
Dames: D-dependable; A-accountable; M-managers;E-
efficient; and S-supportive.  I encourage each of you 
to be supportive and to give generously in time and 
resources in all areas.  We are entrusted with history’s 
future!

 My goals for us 
come from childhood 
experiences.  I did not 
realize it at the time, 
but my love of Dames 
started at a very early 
age in Mississippi 
around the Pilgrimage 
Tour in Columbus every 
spring.  As a very young 
girl of the age of three, 
I was placed in front of 
my great grandmother’s 
portrait in one of her 
dresses during the 
tour.  Later, I opened the front doors to my family’s 
antebellum home and welcomed visitors.   As I got older 
I was given the opportunity to lead tours through the 
house telling the family history,  pointing out particular 
pieces of furniture  and items of significance, and then 
leading tours of the gardens.  Once, I took visitors to 
the chicken house and it was not well received by my 
grandmother! A vivid memory! I am thankful for those 
days as it taught me the importance of history and 
tradition, two things that are fading today.  I think these 
experiences have caused me to reflect on the past and 
has helped me observe what is important in setting my 
goals.  My goals for us are many with four being at the 
top:

*The Rutherford Plan which deals with possible 
changes to the Conde-Charlotte Museum House
* Encouraging major support of our museum 
properties
*Continued recognition of the efforts and 
accomplishments of our town centers and town 
committees
*A new focus on gardens.  We are partnered 
nationally with the Garden Conservancy and I hope 
to bring focus to gardens in Alabama.

Continued on page 2
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 In our 115th year, the NSCDA IN Alabama is pleased 
to extend greetings to all of the National Officers and the 
Corporate Societies, and to report all of our activities of 
the preceding year and a half. Our annual meeting was 
held in Mobile on April 17 and 18, 2013. At the meeting 
on April 18, the state offices changed to Tuscaloosa 
from Selma and Anne Monfore of Tuscaloosa became 
the new state president. The state headquarters will 
remain in Tuscaloosa for four years. 
 As of the Fall 2013 Representatives’ meeting, the 
current membership of the NSCDA in Alabama is 793 
as reported by Mary Bess Paluzzi, the registrar. The 
state has added 9 new members; had 2 transfers in; 4 
transfers out; 4 resignations and 4 deaths. The members 
who have died in 2013 are Mrs. Mary Cameron Ernest, 
Mrs. James Mallory Kidd, Jr., Mrs. Thomas Ralston 
Long, Jr., and Mrs. Clyde Carlos Rouse. 
 The 2012 Fall Workshop was held in Montgomery 
at the Church of the Ascension on September 13, 2012. 
The Fall Board Meeting was held in Birmingham on 
November 7, 2012 and the Annual meeting was hosted 
by Mobile April 17-18, 2013. The 2013 Fall Workshop 
was again held in Montgomery at the Church of the 
Ascension on September 12, 2013, and the Fall Board 
Meeting was hosted by the Tennessee Valley Town 
Committee in Huntsville on October 13th and 14th, 
2013. 
 The NSCDA Biennial meeting was held in 
Washington, D.C. the week of the 17th of October, 
2012, and state president, Grace Hobbs, and several 
other Alabama Dames attended. The Region III meeting 
was in Nashville, Tennessee, on April 12-14, 2013, and 
was also well attended by several Alabama Dames. 
Our new State president, Anne Monfore, attended the 

NSCDA National Board meeting in Portland, Oregon, 
on October 19 and 20, 2013.
 All Alabama Centers and Town Committees made 
annual contributions to our National Museum Houses 
as well as to our Conde Charlotte Museum House in 
Mobile. Most have contributed to the Memorial Trust 
Fund and some have contributed to the Hortense Batre 
Scholarship Fund, and the Indian Nurse Scholarship 
Fund. 
 Patriotic Services chairman, Emily Sparrow reported 
that the Alabama Society made a $500 donation to the 
national American Indian Nurse Scholarship. At the fall 
workshop there was discussion on whether to continue 
the essay contest. Consensus was that there might be 
more significant ways to give $1500 to $2,000 in Patriotic 
Service participation. Five Town Centers and/or Town 
Committees participated in naturalization ceremonies 
in district Federal Courts. Six Town Committees and/
or Town Committees sent care packages to soldiers 
deployed out of the country. The average expenditure 
per center/town committee was $350. 
 Historical Activities continued with the project of 
taking oral histories of Dames in the five Centers and 
three Town Committees.  All Centers and Towns are 
encouraged to put together videos of WWII memories 
of Alabama Dames. The Historical Activities committee 
is nearing completion of compiling biographies of the 
28 ladies who have been presidents of the NSCDA in 
the State of Alabama. This will be for inclusion in the 
Alabama Dames directory.  The committee is collecting 
completed forms for the Ancestor Bibliography Register 
from new members over the past four years. 
 Caroline Etherton and Linyer Zieman, co-chairs 
of the Conde Charlotte Museum House, reported that 
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I cannot end this letter to you without mentioning the importance of this year.  This year, 2014, we will celebrate 
200 years of peace between the United States and Great Britain and 100 years of joint ownership of Sulgrave 
Manor.  Let us work hard to continue another 100 years of our visions as set forth by the NSCDA.

Again, I want to thank all of you who are serving during my term and I want to thank all of our members for being 
a Dame!  To see Dames making such a difference is rewarding.  We are setting goals, making plans and moving 
forward.

I look forward to seeing you in Tuscaloosa for our Annual Meeting. It will be special!!

Anne 



Spring 2014 Dames News and Views 

they were interviewing people to replace Anne Layfield 
who is retiring as the house manager after many years 
of service. They reported that Conde-Charlotte was 
closed to the public for three weeks in late August and 
early September for annual repairs and maintenance. 
They listed the repairs and continuing maintenance 
to the house over the past year. Letters requesting 
contributions to Conde Charlotte were to be mailed 
November 2013 to all Alabama Dames. In the last 
fiscal year 309 Alabama Dames contributed $15,500 to 
Conde Charlotte Museum House.  
 Jane Barganier, Regent of Gunston Hall, reported 
on repairs that had been done to the house and that the 
house is in pristine condition. Gunston Hall now has a 
vision statement to establish Gunston as a national and 
international resource for the study of the Virginia Bill 
of Rights. Gunston Hall has a new director, Scott Stroh.
 Jane Newman, Associate Trustee of Sulgrave 
Manor, reported that Alabama Dames remain NSCDA 
leaders in contributing to Sulgrave. Three members 
contributed $500. each to a special fund to get fire 
protection for the manor. Laura Rutherford is vice-chair 
of the Trust Board in England and is acting chair since 
Nicholas Ward stepped down. Baroness Jill Knight is 
an Honorary President of the Trust Board and is on the 
Advisory Board. The World Monument Fund has listed 
Sulgrave on its watch list. A Dames trip to Sulgrave in 
June, 2014, is planned. Public television ran the DVD 
on Sulgrave four times in July. Jane Newman attended 
the Sulgrave meeting in Portland, Oregon, October 15-
18, 2013.
 Lady of Dumbarton House, Gypsie Van Antwerp 
announced that a new carpet was laid in the parlor our 
national headquarters. The carpet reflects the prevailing 
fashion of the Federal period. New window treatments 
were installed in the parlor. A pilot NSCDA gallery ws 
installed on the second floor and is called Daughters 
Preserving the Virtues of Their Ancestors. Alabama 
Dames have increased the number of donations from 
the previous year.
 Memorial Trust Fund Chairman, Laura Clark stated 
that the market value of the Memorial Trust Fund for 
Conde’ Charlotte Museum House held at Regions Bank 
is $713,007.34 as of November 12, 2013. This is a 
twelve month increase of 9.6%. 
 Corresponding Secretary, Sully Cochrane, reported 
that the bulk rate mailing permit was moved to 
Tuscaloosa and approved in June. Tuscaloosa began 
mailings with the September workshop invitations. She 

announced that print is becoming outdated as a major 
form of communication. Postage rates continue to rise. 
Internet usage is slowly replacing print with digitalized 
invitations and correspondence and Sully believes that 
the Dames should be prepared for this change. 
 Treasurer, Katy Cook, announced in her report that 
standby members pay only dues of $40 to national. She 
mentioned that the Dames might want to shorten the 
billing time in order to get dues more promptly. The 
treasurer is in the process of moving the Dames account 
to Tuscaloosa from Selma. The budget for 2013-2014 is 
$111,000.
 The Birmingham Center has 239 members. Their 
speaker at their fall meeting was Alice Bowsher, 
author of Alabama Architecture: Looking at Buildings 
and Place. Elizabeth Crommelin put the names of the 
Birmingham membership on email. 
 The Mobile Center has 170 members. The 115th 
Annual Meeting of the NSCDA in Alabama was held in 
Mobile on April 17-18, 2013. The Center is investigating 
using Constant Contact to communicate with members 
and to provide internet information about the Conde’ 
Charlotte Museum House. 
 The Montgomery Center has 116 members. The 
Center hosted the fall workshop. At their fall meeting 
the Rev. Daniel Cenci gave a program on religion in 
colonial America. 
 Selma has 76 members. Selma has been the 
headquarters of the NSCDA in Alabama for the past 
four years with Bunny Gamble and Grace Hobbs 
serving consecutive two year terms as state president. 
At the state meeting in Mobile, Tuscaloosa became the 
state headquarters for the next four years and Anne 
Monfore became state president. 
 Tuscaloosa has 76 members. Center Chairman, 
Mary Meriwether, announced that the fall meeting was 
a planning session for the upcoming state meeting in 
Tuscaloosa in April, 2014.
 Auburn-Opelika Town Committee has 34 members.  
The committee completed a beautiful publication on 
the history of their founding members. 
 Tennessee Valley Committee has 40 members. 
The members hosted the Fall Managers’ meeting in 
Huntsville and included a tour of historic Mooresville.
 Shoals Town Committee has 27 members. They are 
working on reports and a video of senior members and 
founding members of their Town Committee. 
 State-at-Large chair, Jane Newman of Gadsden, 
reported that there are 13 members with 6 candidates 
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working on papers. 
 Nell Schley Rutherford Memorial Donation 
Committee is chaired by Laura Rutherford. She 
presented a report at the fall Managers’ meeting on the 
decision making process for the use of the monies. 
 At the annual state meeting in Mobile in April, the 
Alabama Dames were pleased to have the national 
NSCDA president, Marcy Moody, as our guest. Mrs. 
Moody spoke to the membership at the meeting on April 
18 and presented the new Alabama Society inductees 
into the NSCDA Roll of Honor. At that meeting Grace 
Hobbs of Selma passed the gavel to incoming president, 

Anne Monfore of Tuscaloosa.  On behalf of the NSCDA 
in Alabama, Anne presented Grace with a large 
engraved crystal vase. Anne also gave Grace a cutting 
of the Dame camellia which is a camellia japonica and 
she also presented a photograph of the shrub in bloom. 
In addition, a donation was made 
to Conde Charlotte in honor of 
Grace’s service. 

Respectfully submitted,

Eleanor Streit
Historian
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Alabama Society President
1975 - 1978

Community service was a way of life for Mabel Bedsole 
Ward. Through myriad volunteer activities, leadership roles 
in the Mobile community and Alabama, and as administrator 
of one of the largest private foundations in the state, she 
worked diligently to improve the lives of thousands of 
people in southwest Alabama. 

As a volunteer, Mrs. Ward served as president of our 
Alabama Society, president of the Junior League of Mobile, 
president of the Mobile Infirmary Auxiliary, president of 
The Family Counseling Center, director of the Katharine 
Crampton Cochrane Trust, and member of the Infirmary 
Foundation Board of Directors. Her interests and talents 
were also evident in her active involvement with her 
beloved Government Street Presbyterian Church, the United 
Fund (now United Way of Southwest Alabama), and other 
community endeavors too numerous to list. 

Mrs. Ward served as executive director of The J. L. Bedsole 
Foundation from 1984 to 2005, and as director emeritus until 
her death. The Bedsole Foundation serves the counties of 
Mobile, Baldwin, Washington, Clarke and Monroe. Under 
her leadership, the Foundation distributed extensive funds 
to nonprofit organizations supporting education and health, 
as well as to organizations encouraging civic and economic 
development.

A native of Mobile, Mrs. Ward was the daughter of the late 
Mabel Moore Bedsole Hall and Massey Palmer Bedsole. 
She attended the University of Alabama and was a graduate 
of Ward-Belmont College in Nashville. Because of her 
personal and professional involvement with the University 
of Mobile, Mrs. Ward was honored with an honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters in 1997. 

Mabel Bedsole Ward was married to the late Thomas Bestor 
Ward, Jr., and is survived by three children, fellow Dames, 
Linyer Ward Zieman and Elizabeth Ward Downing, Thomas 
Bestor Ward, III, as well as eight grandchildren.

MABEL BEDSOLE WARD
June 8, 1923 to January 10, 2014
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CENTER AND TOWN COMMITTEE NEWS:
Montgomery Center

    The Montgomery Center has developed a delightful routine of having a 
spring “husbands-included” event where cocktails are served and delicious hors 
d’oeuvres are enjoyed by all.  This is a great opportunity to bring the Montgomery 
Center members together for fun and fellowship.  Lee and Will Sellers hosted in 
their lovely home and garden for 2013 and the weather cooperated for a delightful 
evening.  

    Meaningful programs are always in demand and 
Montgomery Center Chair, Catherine Woodson, 
brought in a new aspect of our colonial heritage by 
inviting Daniel Cenci, associate rector at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Montgomery, to speak at the 
fall meeting.  His topic was “Religion in Colonial 

America”.  Daniel was able to weave together the various religions of America’s colonial period 
to give members a glimpse into both the religious and community environments of the colonists 
who were our ancestors. Daniel Cenci is a graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary and was a 
docent and seminarian at Pohick Episcopal Church, the colonial parish of George Mason, George 
Washington and George William Fairfax.

 

Tennessee Valley
 The Tennessee Valley Town Committee awards an 
annual Annie Wheeler Indian Nurse scholarship to a 
deserving student of Native American descent.  The 2013-
2014 recipient is Sue Ann Harville who is descended 
from the Echota Cherokee.  The award was presented 
at the Calhoun Community College awards reception in 
September.  Mrs. Harville is a very deserving recipient.  
Married with three children, she and her husband are both 
going to school and working nights.  Her current internship 
is with an assisted living facility which is leading her in 
the direction of elder care.  Congratulations, Sue Ann!

Spring party hostess Lee Sellers and 
Montgomery Center Chairman Catherine 
Woodson  

From left:  Lou Greene; D. D. Martin, Patriotic Service chairman; Sue Ann 
Harville, scholarship recipient; and Shirley McCrary, Tennessee Valley Town 
Committee chairman. 

Auburn/Opelika
Lucinda Samford Cannon (left) and Frances 
Harrison Cronenberg (right) welcome the new 
members that they sponsored, Mary Guin (front) 
and Cathy Penton (back center) at the Town 
Committee’s 2014 winter luncheon.

The Reverend Daniel Cenci
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Mobile Center Fall Meeting
 The Mobile Center met on November 7 at the Country Club of Mobile where speaker 
Cartledge W. Blackwell III, Architectural Historian for the Mobile Historic Development 
Commission spoke on George Bigelow Rogers: Architect of the Mobile Renaissance.  The 
talk and slide presentation on George B. Rogers, who was a landscape designer and decorator 
as well as an architect, designed over 100 houses in around Mobile.  He designed Murphy 
High School, Government Street Methodist Church, the Van Antwerp Building to name a 
few.  We were enthralled by his depth of knowledge.  It has been fun to drive around town 
and now recognize that George Rogers work surrounds us.  
 Mr. Blackwell is an engaging speaker who we would recommend to our sister Centers.  
His work for the Mobile Historic Development Commission centers on preservation policy 
and advocacy.  A native of Selma, he graduated from the College of Charleston with a BA in 
Art History, historic preservation, and community planning, and a Master’s in architectural 
history from the School of Architecture at the University of Virginia.  
Mr. Blackwell’s Master Thesis was on the Gothic Revival in Antebellum Alabama.  He is 
writing a book entitled Of Color and Light: the Life and Works of Clara Weaver Parrish.  Ms. 
Parrish was an Alabama Dame born to one of Alabama’s most prominent families.  She was 
a gifted artist-designer who worked in many media and styles.  She is well-known for her designs of Tiffany windows in 
many Alabama churches.  
 Mr. Blackwell’s mother, Sara Crum Cook Blackwell is a member of the Selma Center.  Their lineage is traced through 
John Alston of North Carolina.  

“ROLL OF HONOR”
THE NATIONAL SOCIETY INDUCTS NEW ALABAMA MEMBERS

At the 2013 Annual Meeting in Mobile, our National President Marcy Moody bid a warm welcome to Alabama’s four new 
Roll of Honor members.  This award recognizes effort “above and beyond” on the State level and members’ names are 
recorded in the Roll of Honor journal which is kept at our national headquarters, Dumbarton House, in Washington D.C.

New inductees are pictured left to right with the National President:
Bunny Gamble, Julia Willcox, Marcy Moody, Laura Jane Rogers, Mary Ann Patterson

Cart Blackwell III speaks at Mobile 
Center Meeting
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Welcome New Members
Ten new members attended the Fall Workshop/New Member Orientation held in Montgomery in September.  Hosted by the 
Montgomery Center, this annual event is an excellent time for leaders from across the state to meet for strategic planning in 
all areas of Dames’ involvement.  Equally important, is our welcome luncheon for new members.

New member Allison Bruhn (Birmingham) with Governing 
Board member Cele Cameron (Mobile) and Patriotic Service 
committee member Ashley O’Connor (Mobile) 

New members Lou Greene (Tennessee Valley) and Caroline 
Bailey (Birmingham) New members Seibels Marshall (Montgomery), Tina DeLoach 

(Tuscaloosa) and Duffy Stewart (Auburn/Opelika)

New members Carolyn Rowell (Tuscaloosa), Elisabeth 
Gilmer(Mobile), Nancy Ward (Mobile) and Virginia Van 
Antwerp (Mobile)  

Proposed Bylaw Change
The following bylaw change will be presented to the Governing Board at the April 9, 2014 meeting.  If it passes, 
the change will then be presented to the membership for approval at the Annual Meeting.  The reasoning behind 
this change is to maintain a workable annual budget within the fiscal year of May to May.  Review the bylaw as 
it now reads:

ARTICLE XIV
Dues
Section 2.
The annual dues shall be $125 which includes the per capita dues imposed by the National Society.  Dues shall 
be payable on June 1 and delinquent after September 1.  

The proposed change will request the date of July 1 for delinquency, rather than September 1.  The amended 
language would read:
The annual dues shall be $125 which includes the per capita dues imposed by the National Society.  Dues shall 
be payable on June 1 and delinquent after July 1.

Currently, dues notices are sent to the membership in April/May and payable as of June 1.  This change would 
only shorten the delinquency date from September 1 to July 1.  
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Remember to support our National Museum Properties
Your gift, however minimal, WILL make a difference!  There are over 15,000 Dames in 45 Societies across America who 
are reminded each year of our commitment to historic preservation and to the use of Museum Houses to teach America’s 
history.  Please be a part of this effort in 2014 by sending your personal contribution to:

Friends of Dumbarton
2715 Q Street N.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20007

Gunston Hall 
10709 Gunston Road

Mason Neck, Virginia  22079

Sulgrave Manor 
c/o Mrs. Lucian Newman

207 Dogwood Circle
Gadsden, Alabama  35901

NSCDA MUSEUM PROPERTIES: ENTRUSTED WITH HISTORY’S FUTURE

Caroline Etherton and Linyer Zieman had the pleasure of attending the National Museum Properties Workshop, “Managing 
Museum Properties in the 21st Century,” in beautiful Palm Beach this past November! It was a treat to meet fellow Dames 
from across the country who have a passion for historic preservation and to learn from experts on a wide range of topics: 
governance, accreditation, fundraising, friends groups, emergency planning, insurance, gardens, communication. The list is 
impressive as were the presentations. 

We all understand the myriad challenges facing historic properties in our fast-moving, instant-gratification world. Importantly, 
the sessions and discussions at the workshop helped us formulate and solidify ideas to validate the continued relevance of 
our Condé-Charlotte Museum House. Among them…

•	 Branding Condé-Charlotte more closely with our sister NSCDA museum properties. The Dames are held in 
tremendous regard for the collective gifts of historic properties to our nation – these properties offer invaluable 
opportunities to experience the rich variety of America’s heritage. Our marketing “look” will shift to use the new 
national branding standards adopted by the NSCDA.

•	 There is much to learn – through the stories of our treasures – that is relevant to helping visitors understand the 
significance of Mobile and Alabama in the American experience. We anticipate, among other things, adult lecture 
series and teaching seminars that use our collection as the ultimate teaching guide – in other words, a go-to place 
for historic preservation education. We plan to establish an advisory board of teachers and historic experts to guide 
us in this regard. 

•	 Connect the dots more closely with our Society’s focuses of Patriotic Service and Historical Activities. 

A most critical step is the formulation of a multi-year strategic plan. There is much exciting work to do and we want you 
involved! Please let us know if you are interested in helping us manage the Condé-Charlotte in the 21st Century because we 
are all, through our stewardship of this museum treasure, entrusted with history’s future! 
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CONDÉ-CHARLOTTE MUSEUM HOUSE
Bids Goodbye to Anne Layfield 

Anne LeFevre Layfield, fellow Dame and longtime House Manager, has announced 
her retirement from “active duty” as of May 31, 2014.  For those of us who have had the 
pleasure to work with her at the Condé-Charlotte House, Anne has been most gracious in 
sharing her time and talents since 2000 when she came there as a docent.

From overseeing and scheduling our staff to serving as our treasurer to supervising 
maintenance and repairs to keeping the House in tip-top shape, Anne has done it all with 
grace and enthusiasm! We will sorely miss her!!

And, though we are reluctant to see her leave her post, she has given us ample time to find 
a suitable Director. That said, and with our State’s leadership’s close involvement, the job 
description for this leader has been retooled, refined and upgraded to address the needs of 
the House for the future. We look forward to hiring the person that is the next perfect “fit” 
for the Condé-Charlotte. 

Front row, left to right: Katie Mulkerne, 
Ann Stallings, Anne Layfield
Middle Row: Jessica Howard
Back Row, left to right: Frances 
“Sister” Strong, Sarah Crawford
Not Pictured: Karen Montee, Margaret 
Odom

CONDÉ-CHARLOTTE MUSEUM HOUSE
 The mission of the Condé-Charlotte Museum House is to preserve the historic structure 
and its collections and to educate the public by interpreting the history of the site and the 
influence of the French, English, Spanish, Confederate and American rule in Mobile.
 We can all be extremely proud of our Condé-Charlotte Museum House – it continues 
to be a beacon of historic importance in Mobile and Alabama! Your financial support 
– individually, through our Centers and Town Committees, from the State Society and 
our Memorial Trust – is absolutely vital to the operations of the museum. We would not 
be here without you.  And, it is with much gratitude that we thank all of you who have 
contributed to our annual solicitation request sent this past November. As of February 
15th of this year, 210 Dames have responded with donations totaling $11,045. While 
this figure is impressive, and while many of you have either increased your support or are new to our giving ranks, we are 
still several thousand dollars shy of our budgeted goal of $15,000 – and far short of last year’s total received. 
 As you know, your contributions provide the main source of funding for the salaries of our docents and are critical to 
the financial stability of the House. If you have not already done so, please consider a tax-deductible contribution of the 
recommended amount ($35.00 per member) today. 
 We have the privilege of working closely with our State Society’s leadership and with a talented statewide Museum 
Properties Committee: Nancy Bradford, Anne Greaves, Kay Guthrie, Shelley Kyle, Becky Mauldin, Mary McKissack 
and Kathleen Noojin. Together, we are committed to finding avenues for increased participation across our ranks – for the 
Condé-Charlotte Museum House belongs to all Alabama Dames.
 Please know how greatly we appreciate your support – its continued success and historic relevance for future generations 
is dependent on each of us. Thank you for entrusting us as the current stewards-in-chief.  Come see us soon!
 Your generous gift to the Condé-Charlotte Museum House provides the main source of funding for the salaries of our 
docents who tell the story of our wonderful house.
 Please make checks payable to: 

Condé-Charlotte Museum House
Post Office Box 40242

Mobile, Alabama 36640

Caroline Etherton                 Linyer Zieman
251-406-0005                   251-479-3075
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 In 2009, Virginia Snider of Mobile and Jane Barganier 
of Montgomery were appointed by the Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to be Regents of Gunston Hall. 
It was the home of George Mason, one of our founding 
fathers, and is a beautiful 550-acre estate located just south 
of Washington, DC high on a hill overlooking the Potomac 
River.  Alabama Dames are fortunate to have two such 
committed representatives on the Gunston Hall Board of 
Regents.  They tell us in their own words about their roles 
and their enthusiasm is, indeed, contagious.

From Virginia Snider: 
 As of last October, I was elected Secretary of the 
Board of Regents with the privilege of working with Hilary 
Gripkoven, former National President of The NSCDA, who 
is now our new First Regent. This is a hard working board 
although my husband is convinced that it is just that I love 
“vacationing” in Virginia since last year I was at Gunston 
Hall five times for a total of over 20 days because of the 
committees on which I serve.
 Scott Stroh is our newly hired Executive Director 
and we are now focusing on George Mason, author of the 
Virginia Declaration of Rights, upon which our Bill of Rights 
is based. The Commonwealth of Virginia owns Gunston 
Hall but through gift of deed the Dames are charged with its 
management. It is a national treasure and so very worthy of 
our support. 
 I have immensely enjoyed getting to know the 52 
Regents from 44 states.  By the way, this is the first time 
Alabama has had two Dames on the Gunston Hall Board. 
Jane is the Alabama Regent, replacing Diane Horst. I serve 
as one of 8 Regents At Large, with the same duties as 
Jane. Everyone knows I, too, am from Alabama and from 
“Vaughan Morrissette’s hometown.” 
 Both Jane and I have a real love for Gunston Hall 

and because we have such different Interests, together we 
manage to cover most of the areas on the estate: Jane is 
knowledgeable and skillful regarding the historic aspects of 
Gunston Hall and its collections while I enjoy the behind the 
scenes and finance areas.
 In addition, I serve as a Trustee for the Regents Fund 
that supports Gunston Hall financially and Diane Horst is a 
Trustee of the Gunston Hall Foundation. 
 Come and visit when you are in the area, you will really 
love it. Jane and I will each put in 10 years as Regents so will 
be there until 2019!
 I am thrilled that my daughter, Virginia has just become 
a Dame. She and her husband, Oliver Carter, are both 
lawyers and live in Wilmington, NC with my “granddog” 
Lottie. They are both history buffs and have just bought a 
house in the downtown historic district of Wilmington so I 
know they will enjoy the North Carolina Dames.

From Jane Barganier:
 Five years ago all I really knew about Gunston Hall 
was that it was a museum house that the Dames maintained 
somewhere in Virginia.  In my last 10 visits to Gunston Hall 
as Alabama Regent, I have learned so much about and have 
come to love this outstanding mansion that we, as Dames, 
run and maintain.
 Gunston Hall, completed in 1759, is an outstanding 
example of true Georgian architecture in which William 
Bernard Sears and William Buckland, two indentured 
servants and artisans, worked hand in hand to design the 
magnificent millwork seen throughout the home. 
 I also knew very little about George Mason and the 
incredible document that he penned called the Virginia 
Declaration of Rights.  His vision of our new government 
was an inspiration that sent a wave of hope not only to our 
new land but hope and ideas to people throughout the world.
 Virginia and I travel to Mason Neck, VA, twice a year 
for Fall and Spring Board of Regents meetings to plan for 
the future and maintenance of the mansion.  Education is 
a high priority in the Gunston plan, from school groups 
touring the kitchen and the school house on the grounds to 
joining with George Mason University to implement a study 
of the Virginia Declaration of Rights which, of course, is the 
predecessor of the Bill of Rights in America’s constitution.  
Gunston Hall might be over 200 years old but it is certainly 
alive in the twenty first century as Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts (not together!) camp all over our 550 acres and locals 
ride their horses there.  All who come have the treat of going 
back in time to colonial America and feeling a part of the 
life at Gunston Hall where George Mason lived; raised and 
loved his family, and served his native state and his newly 
born nation.  Gunston Hall’s Calendar of Events is always 
full, and rightly so. Dames are doing a good job!   (Con’t)
 

GUNSTON HALL HOUSE LADIES SPEAK OUT

Regent Virginia Snider of Mobile with her daughter, Virginia Carter, a 
recent transfer to Wilmington, NC Dames.
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Lady of Dumbarton:  Gypsie Bear Van Antwerp
Since 2008, Gypsie van Antwerp has represented Alabama Dames as our 
Lady of Dumbarton.  In this capacity she is our voice as she attends two 
annual Dumbarton Board meetings (Spring and Fall) in Washington D.C.  
These events usually involve a 3 or 4 day stay.  Gypsie KNOWS Dumbarton 
which is reflected in her being named Orientation Chairman for new Board 
members as well as in her recent appointment as Dumbarton House Board 
representative for all of Region III:  Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Mississippi, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Arkansas and 
Tennessee.  Congratulations, Gypsie!

As Lady of Dumbarton, Gypsie’s challenge is to encourage all Alabama 
Dames to join in her enthusiasm for our Dames owned museum house which 
serves as the NSCDA national headquarters.  An informational letter has been 
mailed to all Alabama Dames.  If you want to know more about Dumbarton 
House, don’t hesitate to ask any of the Center and Town Committee local 
representatives.  Ann Oliver, Toody Sullivan, Marion Poole, Susan 
Mathews, Sid Nakhjavan, Barbara Mitchell, Kathleen Noogin and Becky 
Mauldin are Gypsie’s counterparts across the state.

In Gypsie’s own words:  “I enjoy this job so very much and look forward to 
the Board meetings to reunite with friends from all over the U.S.  This is one of the best perks of being a Dame – incredible 
friendships forged locally, statewide and nationally. The NSCDA could not function without Dumbarton and its wonderful 
staff, which is made possible by the commitment and generosity of our members in all 45 Corporate Societies.” 

Gypsie Van Antwerp at the Fall Workshop with her 
daughter, Virginia, a new member of the Mobile 
Center.
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(Gunston Hall Continued)
 Currently, I serve as head of Arrangements for our 
Regents’ meetings which includes field trips to different area 
historic venues.  This spring we will head to Mount Vernon’s 
new library and have a private tour of the gardens…Being a 
Regent is not all work!
 I have come to know and love Gunston Hall and that is 
a gift, but there is another gift that comes along with being a 
Regent.  It is the association with fellow Regents from across 
the United States, most of us travelling a long way make our 
plans to achieve our goals for Gunston.  They are smart; they 
work hard, and they are Dames who give their all.  In the 
words of former Alabama Regent Nootsie McCall upon my 
appointment in 2009, “Jane, you will meet many lovely, hard 
working ladies from all over our wonderful nation!”  
 Thank you, Alabama Dames, for giving me this 
opportunity; but, truth be told, my real thank you goes to 
my local representatives who report to you at meetings and 
remind you that we are all committed to the financial support 
of Gunston Hall’s future:  Carolyn Boone, Kate Brown, 
Wylly Stirling, Boo McMilion, Ann Pearson, Becky 
Mauldin, Kathleen Noogin and, my own Montgomery 
Dame daughter, Alice McCollum!  

Regent Jane Barganier with daughter (and possible future Regent?) Alice 
McCollum both of Montgomery.
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Sulgrave Manor Celebrates Anniversaries in 2014
 It was 200 years ago in 1814 that England and America finally 
entered into a peaceful relationship.  With our Dames focus on 
Colonial America where many of our ancestors were so torn in the 
conflict between their motherland and their new nation, this is an 
anniversary to celebrate!  This year George Washington’s ancestral 
home in England also marks its 100th anniversary as a museum.  
In 1924 the Manor was given over to the joint care of the NSCDA 
and Great Britain as a monument to America’s foremost founding 
father.
 Alabama Dames lead the NSCDA in leadership and local 
support of Sulgrave Manor.  Jane Newman is our Alabama 
Associate Trustee and her enthusiasm is contagious; and, added 
to her participation, we have Laura Rutherford, Bess Fuchs and 
Vaughan Morrissette deeply involved both in America and in 

England, which certainly testifies to Alabama being well represented at Sulgrave Manor.
 Jane Newman became an Associate Trustee in 2010 and her primary job is to send out solicitation letters in February, 
the month of George Washington’s birthday.  She is proud to say that Alabama has been number one in the nation in 
contributions during her tenure!  Jane sends her grateful thanks and appreciation for your loyalty to this very special 
Museum House.  Her other duties as Associate Trustee include attending the annual national meeting of the Trustees (New 
Jersey, Oregon and Pennsylvania during her tenure) which Jane describes as “not all work” as the business meeting is 
buffered by field trips to landmarks in the area and cocktail parties in beautiful homes.  On alternate years there is a meeting 
in Great Brittain to celebrate “Dames Day”.
 Jane identifies a priority of educating the public that we, The National Society of The Colonial Dames in America, do 
have a heritage house in Great Britain which is the ancestral home of our own George Washington.  Sulgrave Manor was the 
first national philanthropy for the NSCDA and deserves our continued loyalty and support.
 For further information about upcoming events at Sulgrave, Jane’s committee members across the state can answer 
questions and share more about the ongoing projects at this valuable museum property:  Mary Winston Laseter, 
Janie Williams, Lee Adams, Tutter Rogers, Shirley Baird, Sarah Neighbors, Becky Mauldin and Kathleen Noojin.  

Daughter Janie Newman Williams, Jane Newman and future 
Dame granddaughter Jane Elizabeth Leatherbury Nechtman
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maintenance of George Washington's ancestral  
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Sulgrave Manor Centennial Plate
Limited Edition Available

Created by the Franklin Mint for the Friends of Sulgrave Manor, the ancestral home of George Washington, Sponsored by 
the National Society of Colonial Dames of America.

Celebrating 100 years of the preservation and maintenance of George 
Washington’s ancestral home in Northhamptonshire and held in trust for the 
people of the United Kingdom and United States.
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Mrs. William H. Schaaf, Jr., Treasurer
1553 Hill Road Court
Louisville, KY 40204
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Get to know your new State President…
Anne Pendleton Cox Monfore (Mrs. Robert W. Monfore)

Colonial Ancestor:  William Battle of North Carolina

A 3rd generation Dame originally from Mississippi, I grew up in 
Columbus in a family deeply rooted in history and preservation, being 
descended from one of the first pioneering families in Mississippi.  I 
attended MSCW my freshman year and transferred to the University 
of Alabama where I graduated with a masters in history.  I have lived 
in Tuscaloosa since graduation and I am married to Robert (Bob) 
Monfore, real estate developer and attorney.  I have two children: 
Thomas Edward Montgomery of Birmingham who is married to 
Eleanor Hill Hubbard, a Dame from Montgomery, and William 
Matthew Montgomery of Atlanta.  I have two granddaughters, Ella 
and Frances, and we are expecting a third granddaughter in July!

I taught history and AP courses in the public sector for 25 years.  Since 
retirement I am active in community and several social organizations. 
My current involvement includes the Druid City Hospital Board, 
Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra Board, Arts Council Board and the 
Preservation Society.  I have also been active with the University of 

Alabama serving on the Board of Advisors for the College of Education and the Capstone Medical Center and the Special 
Events Committee where I arrange flowers for University events.  In addition, I have pursued my love of French antiques, 
antique porcelains and silver, European travel, flower arranging, the study of gardens, and historic renovation.  I am an 
amateur artist specializing in paintings of French furniture, and I have received the Patron of the Arts Award from the city 
of Tuscaloosa. I am also an active member of Christ Episcopal Church

My summers are spent on the Assembly grounds in Monteagle, Tennessee at my cottage, Mint Julep.  My family is 7th 
generation having spent 132 years on the Assembly grounds.  At the Assembly I have served as trustee for the Assembly and 
the Endowment Board.   I pursue my love of historic preservation here, presently restoring a cottage built in 1890.  

Following in the footsteps of my Mother and 
Grandmother from Mississippi, I became a member 
of the Dames in Alabama in 1997.  I immediately fell 
under the spell of Mrs. James Thomas (Cynthia) who 
placed me in several Dames positions and truly instilled 
Alabama Dames in me.  Prior to becoming President, I 
served as Center Chair, on the Board of Managers and 
State Secretary.  I have attended one Biennial and 2 
Region III Conferences.  

In my spare time*, I love to play bridge, attend antique 
classes and shows throughout the south, paint, spend 
weekends in the mountains working on house renovation 
and restoration projects, travel, and most especially, 
spending time with Ella and Frances. Bob would say 
that I spend time going through papers on the dining 
room table and getting up in the middle of the night to 
make a note about something regarding Dames!!

*Editorial Comment:  “What spare time?!

...and bid a happy farewell to 2011-2013 State President Grace Hobbs, as Ralph 
welcomes her home!



The Tuscaloosa Center has sent out invitations to the 116th Annual Meeting to be held April 9-10.  All Alabama Dames are 
invited to join in the fun on Wednesday, April 9th, for cocktails at the home of Sissy and Luther Richardson then to dinner 
which will be hosted by Carolyn and Jim Boone.  Following the Annual Meeting on April 10th Susan and Brad Cork have 
invited all to luncheon at their lovely home. 

April will be a beautiful time to be in Tuscaloosa and certainly brings to mind that other April just three years ago.  All of 
Alabama and much of the nation will long remember the devastating tornado of 2011.  Tuscaloosa was among the hardest 
hit areas which included the residences and gardens of the Richardsons and Corks.  Our hostesses prove to be as resilient 
as were their colonial ancestors and are anxious to show their “recovery” as they warmly welcome us into their homes and 
gardens.

If you have responded to the Annual Meeting invitation, please do so.  If you have misplaced it, you may contact Eleanor 
Streit at EdwardS635@aol.com.  And…if you have never attended a State Meeting, you are missing a grand time!

Richardson Home April 2011 Richardson Home April 2014

2014 Dames Meetings in Alabama

Spring Board of Representatives Meeting
April 9, 2014 - Tuscaloosa

116th Annual State Meeting 
April 10, 2014 - Tuscaloosa

Fall Workshop/Orientation
September 11, 2014 - Montgomery

Fall Board of Representatives Meeting
November 12-13, 2014 - Selma

Tuscaloosa Hosting 2014 Annual Meeting


